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COMMUNIST INFILTRATION IN THE ARMY 


(On January 30, 1954, the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
held hearings in executive session on Communist infiltration in the Army. This 
testimony was made public on March 4, 1954, by the members of the subcom- 
mittee and follows below:) 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 1954 


Untrep Starrs SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTE! 
ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
New York, N. ¥. 
The subcommittee met (pursuant to S. Res. 40, agreed to January 
30, 1953) at 10:30 a. m., room 36, Federal Building, New York City, 
Senator Joseph R. McCarthy presiding. 
Present : Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin. 
Present also: Francis P. Carr, executive director; Roy M. Cohn, 
chief counsel. 


TESTIMONY OF MAJ. IRVING PERESS, ARMY DENTAL CORPS, 
CAMP KILMER, N. J.. ACCOMPANIED BY STANLEY FAULKNER, 
ATTORNEY 


The Cuatrman. Major, would you raise your right hand and be 
sworn, please. 

In the matter now in hearing, do you solemnly swear that the tes- 
timony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Major Prress. I do. 

The CuarrmMan. Will counsel identify himself for the record? 

Mr. Favutxner. Stanley Faulkner, 9 East 40th Street, New York 
City. 

The Cuarrman. And would you give your telephone number in case 
the staff has to get in touch with you? 

Mr. Favuixner. Lexington 2-7780. 

Mr. Conn. Could we get your full name? 

Major Prress. Irving, I-r-v-i-n-g Peress, P-e-r-e-s-s. 

Mr. Conn. Where do you reside? 

Major Peress. 6139 79th Street, Middle Village, N. Y. 

Mr. Coun. Now, what is your current rank in the Army? 

Major Peress. Major. 

Mr. Conn. For how long a period of time have you held that rank? 

Major Peress. Almost 3 months. 

Mr. Conn. And when cid you enter the Army ? 

Major Peress. On active duty, you mean ? 

The Cuatrman. Let me interrupt. Do I understand you were pro- 
moted 3 months ago? 
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Major Peress. That is right. On November 2, 1953. 

The Cuarrman. When did you go on active duty? 

te Preress. January 1, 1952, 

The Cuarrman. A little over 2 years ago? 

Major Prrrss. No, I am sorry, Janu: ry 1, 1953 

Mr. Coun. Now, what were the circumstances of your going on 
active duty. Did you apply or were you called ? 

By the way, any time you want to you can consult with counsel. He 
can talk to you or nudge you and you ean do likewise. I don’t know if 
you have been before the committee before. 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

Major Prress. I registered under the doctor draft law; I think it 
was the 1950 law. T was called up in July of 1952 to take a physical 
examination, which I passed, and I was tendered a commission in 
approximately October 1952 as captain. I got orders to go on active 
duty January 1, 1953. 

Mr. Coun. Did you apply for a commission as captain ? 

M: ajor Prrerss. Yes, the procedure was the draft board notified you 
of your impending induction and between the enlistment on my part— 
the coinciding of dates coming in 2 weeks—I was informed the enlist- 
ment was not recognized so that I went under the normal channels of 
draft induction. 

Mr. Coun. Then you applied for a commission, and after you filled 
out certain application forms, that commission was tendered as 
captain. Is that right? 

M: yjor Prress. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And you accepted the commission. 

M: ajor Prress. I did. 

Mr. Coun. Where did you enter on duty ? 

Major Peress. Fort Sam Houston, Tex. 

Mr. Coun. For how long a period were you down there ? 

Major Peress. I left home January 1 and left there February 7. 

Mr. Conn. Where did you go from Fort Sam Houston ? 

The CHarrman. Let me interrupt. Apparently, Major, the situa- 
tion was—see if I understand you correctly. Correct me if I am 
wrong. You did register for the doctors’ draft. 

Major Peress. Every physician and dentist had to register under 
the 1951 law. 

The CuarrmMan. Then there came a time when the draft board noti- 
fied you you had been called up. You were put in a certain priority 
depending on whether the Goverment had helped finance your edu- 
cation or depending on the time you served in the last war. 

Major Prererss. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. After you were classified in one of those priorities, 
you attempted to enlist inthe Army. They told you due to the prox- 
imity of enlistment to the time of your classification, they hadn’t 
recognized your enlistment and you were about to be inducted; then 
you applied for a commission—they allow you sufficient time to apply 
for a commission—a commission of captain was tendered to you and 
you accepted it. Is that right? 

Major Peress. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. In effect you attempted to volunteer for the service. 
Is that correct. 

Major Peress. In effect, yes, sir. 
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The Cuatrman. How did you serve in the last war? 

Major Prrerss. I had a commission tendered to me and at the last 
moment they discovered I had a physical defect which they would not 
waive and they would not accept me. 

The Cuarrman. But your physical defect was waived on this oc- 
casion ? 

Major Peress. That is right. 

The Cuatmrman. Had the Government financed, in any way, your 
education ? 

Major Peress. No. 

Mr. Conn. From Fort Sam Houston, where did you go after that? 

Major Perress. I had orders to go to Yokohama, Japan. When I 
got to the port of embarkation at Fort Lewis, Wash., I had an emer- 
gency leave to come back home. 

The CHarrMan. Was it a medical question ? 

Major Peress. Yes, sir, a medical question. 

I came home and had further communication with the Department 
of Defense, the Pentagon, I received new orders to report to Kilmer. 

Mr. Conn. Whose illness was it ? 

Major Preress. My wife and daughter. 

Mr. Conn. Now, you said something about the Department of De- 
fense. Who did you see in the Department of Defense? 

Major Peress. Well, I guess I went through the Adjutant General’s 
Office in the Pentagon. 

Mr. Conn. You wrote to the proper authorities and requested 
change of assignment ? 

Major Peress. They did. 

Mr. Coun. Where did they station you? 

Major Peress. Camp Kilmer, N. J. 

Mr. Coun. How far is that from New York? 

Major Peress. Thirty miles. 

The CuatrMan. See if I have this picture correctly in mind. You 
were assigned to Yokohama; you got as far as the port of embarkation 
and received emergency leave because of illness on the part of your 
wife and daughter. 

Major Perress. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. When you arrived home you applied for a transfer 
to some other station in the United States? 

Major Perress. I applied for what is called compassionate 
reassignment. 

The CuatrMan. Who did you correspond with on this subject ? 

Major Peress. The Adjutant General. I don’t know who handled 
it in the office—in the Office of the Adjutant General. 

The Cuatrman. Did you have correspondence other than through 
official channels? 

(Witness consulted with counsel.) 

Major Peress. Before I answer that question, Mr. Senator, I would 
like to state, at this time I am on active duty with the Army and under 
the sole jurisdiction of the Army and the President, who is the Com- 
mander and Chief of the Armed Forces, and do not feel that I come 
under the jurisdiction of this committee. 

The Cuarrman. Did you have any correspondence with anyone with 
regard to the change of your orders other than through official 
channels 











110 COMMUNIST INFILTRATION IN THE ARMY 


Major Prress. In regard to the change of being assigned to Yoko- 
hama to being assigned to the United States, did I have correspond- 
ence—you mean did I write to friends? 

The CuarrMan. You understand the question. Did you have cor- 
respondence other than through official channels ? 

Major Perress. The answer is “No.” 

‘The Cuarmman. In other words, no Congressman, no Senator, no 
one to your knowledge intervened in your behalf to promote your 
chs ange ‘of orders ? 

Major Prress. Well, I wrote to nobody, but my wife asked my Con- 
gressman about the advice of how to proceed. There was no official 
correspondence, no intervention. He merely suggested to us the Red 
Cross as a means of coming back from Fort Lewis, Wash., to New 
Jersey. 

The CHairrman. Who was your Congressman ? 

Major Prress. I believe his name was Holtzman. 

The Cuarrman, And he is from where? 

Major Preress. Queens, where I live. 

The CHatrman. You say you had correspondence with him when 
you were on your way to Yokohama ¢ 

Major Peress. I had no correspondence with him. 

The CHairMan. Who ~ have correspondence with him ? 

Major Prress. Well, I don’t remember exactly but my wife either 

called him or wrote to him because he lives in the neighborhood and 

got a telegram back from him to the effect that I get in ‘touch with the 
Red Cross in order to secure time that my appeal be considered. 
As it was, because of the element of time, nothing could be done and 
I would have had to go to the Far East and take it up in the Far 
East. He suggested the Red Cross as an instrument of delaying the 
transfer overseas. 

The CHarrman. Do you have copies of the correspondence and the 
application you made at that time? Do you have copies of corres- 
pondence with your Congressman, the Red Cross, Department of 
Army—any correspondence in connection with the delay or change of 
orders ? 

Major Peress. I should say 

The Cuamman. Do you or do you not have the correspondence ? 

Major Prress. Well, I made copies but I am not real sure I have 
them. 

The CHarrmMan. You don’t have any along with you? 

Major Peress. Let’s see. 

(Witness examines record. ) 

The Cuamman. Any documents having to do with the change of 
orders? 

Major Peress. I do not have them with me. 

The CuatrmMan. Did anyone in the Army ever ask you whether 
you were a member of the Communist Party or a Communist Party 
organizer ? 

Major Prress. I decline to answer that question under the protec- 
tion of the fifth amendment on the ground it might tend to incriminate 
me. 

The CHarrman. You decline to answer whether or not they asked 
you? Are youa member of the Communist Party today ? 
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Major Peress. I again decline, claiming the privilege for the reason 
previously stated. 

The CHarrman. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time you were inducted ? . 

Major Peress. I again claim the privilege. 

The Cuamman. Did any Communists intervene to have your orders 
changed so you would not have to leave the country ? 

Major Peress. I again claim the privilege. 

The CuairmaNn, You are entitled to the privilege. 

Is your wife a member of the Communist party ¢ 

Major Prress. I again claim the privilege. 

Mr. Coun. Your wife’s name is Elaine, is that correct ? 

Major Perress. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. How many children do you have? 

Major Perress. Two. 

The Cuatrman. How old are they? 

Majov Peress. Six and a half and eight and a half. 

The CuHarrmMan. And you said your orders were changed because 
of illness. What was the illness? 

Major Peress. It is a personal matter I’d rather not discuss. The 
Army has official information on it. 

The Carman. If it is an illness which is in any way embarrassing, 
we would not require you to discuss it. Otherwise, we will have to 
ask you about it. 

I am curious to know how Communists can get their orders changed 
so easily. The average man would be sent to Yokohama. You can 
suddenly have your orders changed and kept in this country. I am 
curious to know whether the illness was real or imaginary. I am 
curious to know if that was the real factor; if you were telling the 
truth, or you were lying. You told the Army your wife and d: wgh- 
ter were sick. If the sickness would be embarrassing to discuss it, 
we will not ask about it ; otherwise I want to know about it. 

Major Peress. The Red Cross made an investigation of the nature 
of the illness and the validity of the reason of the change and these are 
on file in the Army records. 

The CHarrmMan. What were the reasons? If the Red Cross made 
an investigation, there is nothing confidential. What were the 
reasons ¢ 

Major Peress. I would still rather not discuss it, Senator, because it 
is personal, and I feel it invades the privacy of the medical profession 
and is not pertinent. 

The CHAtrRMAN. Mister, I don’t know whether the reason is suf- 
ficient. Every day in my office I have young men writing in saying 
their wives are sick, very ill, asking to have their orders changed so 
they will not have to go overseas. They are sent overseas. 7 just 
wonder how you Communists have such tremendous luck day after 
day when you come before us. There is no consideration too great. 
I want to find out how you stopped at the port of embarkation; who 
stopped | you when he knew you were a Communist; whether another 
Communist did it for you, and I am going to order you to tell us what 
the alleged illness was. 

Major Peress. The reason is simply that my wife and daughter 
were undergoing psychiatric treatment, and I am not a psychiatrist 
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and couldn’t detail the reasons. He felt it would be desirable for the 
health of the family to have me stay. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, there was no physical illness except 
that they were under the care of a psychiatrist because of some emo- 
tional disturbance. Is that correct? 

Major Prress, I don’t know if you feel there is a difference between 
physical and mental illness—if there is a different level of the validity 
of illnesses. As I said, they were under psychiatric treatment. 

The CHairman. How old was your daughter when she was under 
this treatment ? 

M: ajor Prress. She was at the time just under 6. 

Mr. Conn. Now, Major, you are a graduate of the leadership train- 
ing course of the Inwood Victory Club of the Communist Party, are 
you not ¢ 

Major Peress. I decline to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Coun. Did you attend courses in leadership of the Inwood Vic 
tory Club of the Communist Party at 189 Dyckman Street ? 

M: ajor Peress. I claim the privilege. 

The Cuarrman. Let me ask you this. When you say you claim the 
privilege, you are claiming it under that part of the fifth amendment 
which provides that you need not give testimony that you feel might 
tend to incriminate you. Is that correct? 

Major Peress. ‘That is correct. 

The CHarrMan. You understand that you can only claim that privi- 
lege if you feel a truthful answer might tend to incriminate you; you 
cannot claim the privilege if you feel perjury would incriminate you. 
Do you understand ? 

oe. Prress. I understand your question. 

The Crarrman. Is your position that you feel a truthful answer 
to this question might tend to incriminate you? 

Major Prress. That is correct. Since the Constitution, I believe, 
states I may believe my answer may tend to incriminate and not that 
it will incriminate me, I am exercising the right under the fifth 
amendment, which so stated. 

The CHarrman. I asked you a simple question, before I can deter- 
mine whether you are entitled to the fifth amendment privilege. The 
question is: Do you feel a truthful answer might tend to incriminate 
you? If you do, you are entitled to refuse. If you do not, then you 
must answer, 

Major Prress. Yes, I do feel a a truthful answer might tend to 
incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. And that is what you mean is your answer to all 
these questions when you say- 

Major Perress. That is ¢ orrect. 

Mr. Coun. At the leadership training course of the Inwood Victory 
Club, were you taught the doctrine of forcible overthrow of the 
United States Government ? 

Major Prress. I again claim the privilege. 

Mr. Coun. Did you yourself deliver talks at Communist discussion 
groups at which you discussed the doctrine of Marxism and Leninism 
urging the overthrow of the Government of the United States by force 
and violence ? 

Major Prress. I again claim the privilege. 
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Mr. Coun. When you went down to Camp Kilmer, specifically, 
when at Camp Kilmer, did you atte mpt to recruit any of the military 
personnel there into the Communist Party ? 

Major Perress. I again claim the privilege for the same reason. 

Mr. Coun. While stationed at Camp Kilmer did you have Commun- 
ist Party meetings at your home, attended by one or more military 
personnel from Camp Kilmer? 

Major Peress. I again claim the privilege. 

Mr. Coun. Now, you attended City College from 1933 to 1936. Is 
that right ? 

Major Peress. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. And then you went to NYU Dental School from 1936 
through 1940? 

Major Perress. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. While you were at Camp Kilmer, were you taking orders 
from any functionaries of the Communist Party ? 

Major Peress. I again claim the privilege. 

Mr. Coun. In addition to your work in the Dental Corps, did you 
have any other assignment, extra duty, or anything else in connection 
with Army service? Were you ever on any board or special detail ? 

Major Peress. Repeat the beginning of that question. 

Mr. Coun. In addition to your regul: ar dental duty, did you ever 

‘arry out any other assignment, extra duty, or anything else in connec- 
cn with Army service on a part-time bs sis? 

Major Perress. I carried no assignment, but in the preliminary train- 
ing at Fort Sam Houston it was not all dental work. I had to learn 
how to conduct medical battalions in the field and take over first-aid 
duties. 

Mr. Conn. Did you ever sit on a board ? 

Major Prress. I took regular duty when my turn came around, that 
is, dental duty. 

Mr. Conn. You had no duty other than dental duty? 

Major Peress. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. While at Camp Kilmer, did you, in fact, recruit military 
personnel into the Communist Party ? 

Major Perress. I again claim the privilege. 

The Cramman. Were you promoted after the Army had you in 
and questioned you about your background ¢ 

Mz ajor Preress. You mean in service ? 

The CuarrmMan. I mean were you before the security officer, a board, 
or your commanding officer and questioned about your background ? 

Major Prress. I was never before any board in the Army for ques- 
tioning. 

The CHarrman. You say you were never before a board of inquiry 
or questioned about your background by any officer of the Army { 

Major Peress. If this is what you mean, I was never before any 
board of inquiry of one or more me mbers. 

Mr. Coun. In August of 1953, that is August of this last summer, 
were you asked any questions or given interrogatories concerning Com- 
munist Party affiliations? 

Major Peress. Would you repeat whether you are asking about 
orally or in writing? 
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Mr. Coun. We will let it cover both. My question was, Were you 
asked written or oral questions concerning Communist Party affilia- 
tions? 

Major Prress. Was I asked these questions ? 

Mr. Coun. In August of 1953 you were given interrogatories by the 
Army which you refused toanswer. Isn’t that a fact ! 

Major Prress. I answered them. 

Mr. Coun. You answered all of them ? 

M: ajor Preress. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Did you ever refuse to answer interrogatories put to you 
by the Army ¢ 

Major Preress. What is the meaning of refuse? I was given an in- 
terrogatory and I returned it. 

Mr. Coun. Did you answer every question on the interrogatory ? 

Major Perrss. Yes; or it would not have been accepted. 

Mr. Coun. Lam talking about August 195 

Major Prress. It would not have been samme if I had not an- 
swered all the questions. 

Mr. Conn. Did you give information in response to every question ¢ 

(Witness consults with counsel.) 

Mr. Coun. You were given an interrogatory by the Army in Aug- 
ust 1953. You declined to answer certain of the questions on the basis 
of the fifth amendment. That is a matter of public record, isn’t it ? 

Major Perress. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. How many questions did you decline to answer on the 
basis of the fifth amendment ? 

Major Prress. (No answer.) 

Mr. Conn. Is this a fair statement? Let me see if I can save time. 
You refused to answer, under the fifth amendment, any questions deal- 
ing with Communist affiliations or associations. 

Major Prrrss. If I may see the interrogatory, I can answer that 
question. 

The CratrMan. Answer the question. 

Major Prress. Well, do you have a record on it ? 

The Cuarrman. Answer the question. 

Major Peress. I claim the privilege. 

The CuarrmMan. You are ordered to answer. 

Major Prrerss. I have no privilege on this question ? 

The Cramman. You are ordered to answer the question. You can 
consult with counsel if you like. The question is, On this applica- 
tion, did you refuse to answer questions relating to Communist Party 
affiliations? 

Major Prress. If you will repeat the specific questions on the in- 
terrogatory to me—— 

The Cratrman. You are ordered to answer counsel’s question. 

Major Prress. I claim the privilege on the questions that were pre- 
sented to me on the interrogatory. 

The CuamrMan. Have the record show that the witness was ordered 
to answer counsel’s question. In view of the fact that it is a matter 
of public record, there is no privilege. After the chairman ordered 
him to answer, the witness persisted in refusing to answer. 

Mr. Fauixner. He did answer the question, Mr. Senator. 

Major Prress. I answered the questions on the interrogatory they 
refer to by claiming the fifth amendment. 
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The Cuarrman. With reference to those questions on the interroga- 
tory, you answered them to the Army by claiming the fifth amend- 
ment ¢ 

Major Prress. That is right. 

The Cuatrman. In what connection was the interrogatory filled 
out? Was it in connection with a loyalty investigation or a promo- 
tional investigation ? 

Major Prress. There was no discussion by the colonel who gave 
them to me. 

Mr. Coun. Who was that? 

Major Peress. He was in the G-2 office. I don’t recall his name. It 
was a short name, Smith or something like that. It might have been 
Smith. 

Mr. Conn. Did you hear anything further from this colonel after 
you filled out the interrogatory ? 

Major Peress. They gave them to me 1 day and I filled them out 
and gave them back the next day. 

The Cratrman. You heard nothing from him after that—after 
you refused to answer ? 

Major Prress. After I resubmitted the interrogatory with the ques- 
tions answered in writing, I never heard from him again. 

The Cuatrman. After you refused to answer questions concerning 
Communist Party afliliations, claiming the fifth amendment, in this 
questionnaire, you heard nothing more about the matter from any 
Army officials and you were subsequently promoted; is that correct? 

Major Peress. That is correct. 

The CHarrman. Did any Communists aid you in getting this promo- 
tion ? 

Major Peresss. I again claim the privilege, but I will tell you how the 
promotion was effected if you want to know. 

The CHatrman. Do you know any Communist in the military 
today? 

Major Peress. I again claim the privilege. 

The Coarman. How much of your salary, if any, do you contribute 
to the Communist Party ? 

Major Perress. I again claim the privilege for the same reason. 

The CHarrman. Did you attend a Communist Party meeting within 
the last week ? 

M: jor Peress. I again claim the privileg re. 

The CHatrman. Have you attempted to recruit soldiers into the 
Communist Party in the last week ? 

Major Peress. I again claim the privilege. 

The Cuatrman. Is there a Communist cell at Camp Kilmer of which 
you are a member ? 

Major Peress. I again claim the privilege. 

The Cuaimrman. Did you not organize a Communist cell at Camp 
Kilmer? 

Major Peress. I again claim the privilege. 

The Cuarraan. Do you think Communists should be commissioned 
in our military ? 

Major Peress. I again claim the privilege. 

The Cuamman. You are not entitled to any privilege on that ques- 
tion. You are ordered to answer. 
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Major Preress. Do I think Communists should be commissioned in 
the Army, I haven’t thought about it. I don’t feel one way or the 
other. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think if the Army finds out you are an or- 

ganizer for the Communist Party, organizing a cell, soliciting soldiers 
in the party, they should oust you from the Army or leave you in or 
do you have any opinion on that? 

Major Prress. I feel I haven’t any opinion; that that is a policy for 
the Army to say. 

Mr. Coun. I meant toask this. Is the psychiatric treatment of your 
wife and daughter continuing up to the present time ¢ 

Major Prress. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Continuing steadily without interruption ? 

Major Peress. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. What is the name of the doctor who gives that psychi 
atric treatment? Do you recall that? 

Major Prress. I am not sure. I know it is connected with NYU. 
There is a clinic at NYU. I don’t know if it is affiliated with NYU. 

The CuatrmMan. You don’t know the name of the doctor who has 
been treating your wife a year or two. 

Major Prress. There has been more than one physician involved. 

The CHarrman. What was the name of the first one you knew ? 

Major Peress. I am not sure. 

The CnatrMan. You are not sure. You are not sure of the name 
of any doctor or psychiatrist who treated your wife for an ailment 
so serious ? 

Major Peress. Dr. Schecter was involved. I think he is treating 
my daughter, and Dr. Gerwin, who, I think, is treating my wife, or 
the other way around, One is treating my wife and the other my 
daughter 

The CHatrmMan. Now, when was the last treatment for either your 
wife or daughter ? 

Major Preress. Tuesday and Friday they go. 

The CHatrrmMan. And what doctor was treating your wife and 
daughter at the time you received this change of orders ? 

Major Prress. It isa German name. I don’t recall. 

The Cuarrman. Where is his office? 

Major Peress. It is in the midwest Manhattan section, and I be- 
lieve in the eighties. 

The CratrmMan. How long before the application for change of 
orders was your wife and daughter being treated for this psychiatric 
ailment ? 

Major Prress. I couldn’t say for sure. My wife, I believe, had been 
seeing this doctor for a year or 2 years. 

The Cuatrman. How long had your daughter been taking treat- 
ments ¢ 

Major Pereress. It m: Ly have been at the age of 4 or 314 or 114, 

The Cuamman. You say you refuse to tell us whether or not a 
Communist helped to get this change of orders ? 

Major Peress. Under the privilege. 

The Cuarman. You will be ordered to appear in Washington, in 
room 357, Senate Office Building, on the 16th of February. 

(The chief counsel consults w ‘ith the chairman. ) 
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We will change that place and date to the 18th of February in New 
York City, in this courthouse. Now, I don’t know what room here it 
will be. Counsel will notify your lawyer what room, and make that 
10: 30 in the morning, unless your counsel is notified of a different time. 

Mr. Fautxner. Will that be executive session ? 

The Cuatrrman. That will be public session. 

Mr. Fautxner. I think the record should show the witness appeared 
here voluntarily without subpena. Will he be subpenaed ? 

The CHarrMan. He is ordered now. 

Mr. Coun. You understand if a man is notified to appear before a 
congressional committee and given suffic * time, regardless of 
whether he is notified by telephone, telegram, or formal subpena, that 
isasubpena. Now, if you prefer—sometimes c cone prefers subpena. 

Mr. Fautxner. That is what I am coming to. The witness, being 
in the Armed Forces, I think a subpena—— 

Mr. Conn. We will be glad to do that. 

The CuatrrmMan. Now, Counsel, the committee would like to look at 
the correspondence of the witness relating to military service and 

various assignments he had. I assume he has that with him. 

Mr. Coun. We just want to Jook at it. We will return it. We will 
have a copy made if we need it. 

Mr. Fautxner. This has been turned over to me as counsel, and as 
his counsel I am not prepared to turn it over. It is confidential. 

Mr. Coun. He can’t make it a confidential privilege merely because 
he turns it over to you. If it is under his control and in his possession, 
he has to produce it. This is clearly under his control. 

Mr. Fautxner. On the other hand, I don’t see why he should have 
any objection to that. Everything we have here you have a copy of in 
the files. These are just copies of letters going back to 1940, if you are 
interested in 1940. 

Mr. Conn. All we will do is have an investigator look through it. 
Why don’t you stay there with them to see that nothing is removed. 
If anything is of sufficient importance, arrangements will be made with 
you to have it photostated, so you will be sure to have it back. 

Major Peress. These forms I filled out when I entered service, that 
I believe is confidential between me and the Army. 

The Cuatrman. There is nothing confidential between a member 
of the Communist Party and the Army when the committee is 
investigating. 

Major Perress. I just made copies of them. 

The Cuatrman. Anything in the hands of the Communist Party is 
no longer confidential, because being in the Communist Party, if they 
tell you to turn things over to the Communist Party, you know you are 
bound to do it, so we don’t give the Communist Party any special 
privilege before this committee. The witness is ordered to turn the 
papers over to counsel. 

In case any questions arise, have the record show that the major has 
the material in his hands and will turn it over to his lawyer and he will 
produce it. 

You haven’t been asked to resign, have you ? 

Major Peress. Yes, I have. 

The CuatrmMan. Who asked you? 

Major Perress. Colonel Moore. I am not sure of that name. It 
might be some other name. 
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The Cuamrman. Did you refuse to resign? 

Major Prress. No, I accepted the request. Ihave a day of termina- 
tion. 

The Cuatrman. What date are you due to resign ? 

Major Peress. It is no later than the 3lst of March, but I can move 
it up if I so desire. 

The Cuamman. You are being given an honorable discharge ? 

Major Perrss. I haven’t been gi 

The CHarrMan. So far as you know, you are being allowed to resign 
with no reflection on your record ¢ 

ee Prress. There was no discussion of that. 

The Crairman. Why were you asked to resign? 

Major Perrss. They woul In’t tell me the reason. 

The Cuarman. Did you ever refuse to resign ? 

Major Prress. No, I was never requested to before. 

The Cuairman. When were you requested to resign ? 

Major Perrss. A week ago today. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, you were asked to resign after you 
were ordered to appear before this committee ? 

Major Prress. I was ordered to come before this committee yester- 
di Ly mol ning. 

Mr. Coun. That was the first time you had ever been asked to 
resign ¢ 


ven — 


Major Peress. The first time was a week ago this morning at 11 
o’clock. ' 

The Cuarmman. O. K., you may step down. 

(Whereupon, the hearing adjourned at 11:30 a. m.) 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1954 


Unrrep STATES SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
New York, N. Y. 

The subcommittee met at 10:45 a. m., pursuant to notice, in room 
110, United States court house, Foley Square, New York, N. Y., Sen- 
ator Josephy R. McCarthy (chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin. 

Also present : Roy M. Cohn, chief counsel; Daniel G. Buckley, assis- 
tant counsel; James N. Juliana, investigator; Harold Rainville, ad- 
ministrative assistant to Senator Dirksen; and Robert Jones, admin- 
istrative assistant to Senator Potter. 

The Cuarrman. The committee will come to order. 

I am going to have to ask the indulgence of the photographers 
this morning. I am going to have to ask you to move back from the 
table and take no pictures of the first witness until after she has 
testified. She has some very bad experiences with the Communist 
Party and she is very nervous. I am going to ask that no lights be 
turned on the first witness until after she has finished testifying. I 
wonder if the photographers will step aside until after she has testi- 
fied, and then you can get all the pictures you like. 

I want to make it clear this is not any specific request on her part, 
but she is highly nervous and highly excitable. I wonder if you would 
even take the cameras off the table, and turn the lights off the chair, 
also. I know you are here to do your job, but this is a special situation. 

I wonder if you would be sworn. In this matter now in hearing 
before this committee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 


Miss Eacte. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MISS RUTH EAGLE, NEW YORK CITY POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 


Mr. Conn. Miss Eagle, I would like for you to sit forward, just 
relax and sit forward, and talk into the microphones so we can hear 
you better, and be at ease. Is your name Ruth Eagle? 

Miss Eacte. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And are you a policewoman with the New York City 
Police Department ? 

Miss Easter. I am. 

Mr. Coun. For how long a period of time have you been? 

Miss Eacue. Eleven years. 
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The Cuatrrman. Eleven years? 

Miss Eacuir. Eleven years. 

Mr. Conn. Miss Eagle, during the 11 years you have been a police- 
woman with the New York City Police Department, have you at any 
time had a special assignment ? 

Miss Eactr. Yes, I have. 

Mr. Conn. And what was that special assignment ? 

Miss Eacrir. I was assigned to special squad 1. 

Mr. Coun. And what did you do when you were assigned to special 
squad 1? 

Miss Eacuir. I became a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Coun. You became a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Miss Eaaur. I did. 

Mr. Conn. And for how long a period of time did you remain a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

Miss Eacir. Two and a half years. 

Mr. Conn. During the 21%4 years that you were a member of the 
Communist Party, did you participate in all the usual Communist 
activities, such as attending meetings and paying dues ? 

Miss Eaaue. I did. 

The CuarrMan. May I interrupt. I think you should make it clear 
that she was a member of the Communist Party at the order of the 
police department. 

Mr. Coun. This was your assignment for the New York City Police 
Department? Is that right? 

Miss Eacur. Yes, it was. 

Mr. Conn. While you were in the party, did you submit reports to 
the New York Police Department concerning the knowledge you had 
gained about the Communist Party, who its members were, and what 
its activities were ? 

Miss Eacue. I did. 

Mr. Coun. Were those reports written reports ? 

Miss Eacix. They were. 

Mr. Conn. Have you, within the last few days, at the request of 
the committee, reviewed those written reports which you made when 
you were in the Communist Party for the police department 4 

Miss Eacie. Yes; I have. 

Mr. Conn. You have studied them; is that right ? 

Miss Eacuir. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Can you tell us, from those written reports, whether or 
not, while in the Communist Party, you knew a man named Irving 
Peress ? 

Miss Eacur. I came in contact with Irving Peress. 

Mr. Conn. Was he amember of the Communist Party ? 

Miss EKacir. He appeared at our club meetings and I believed that 
he was at that time. 

Mr. Conn. And did you also know Mrs. Peress to be a member of 
the Communist Party, Elaine Peress? 

Miss Eactr. I came in contact with Elaine Peress at the club 
meetings; yes. 

Mr. Coun. As a Communist? 

Miss Eaair. As a member of the club. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, there was no doubt in your mind 
then, and no doubt in your mind now, that they were both full-fledged 
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members of the Communist Party, and you so reported to the police 
department ? 

Miss Eacie. That is my recollection. I believed they were mem- 
bers; yes. 

Mr. Coun. And did you refer to Peress and Mrs. Peress throughout 
your reports as Comrade Peress? 

Miss Eaate. I believe I did. 

Mr. Coun. Did you, in your written reports to the police depart- 
ment, refer to various Communist meetings you had attended with 
Comrade Peress? 

Miss Eactur. To the best of my recollection ; yes, I did. 

The CHarrman. May I interrupt, Miss Eagle, and tell you that 
this committee has tremendous respect for individuals like yourself 
who have been willing to submit themselves to the public censure, 
the difficulty they get into with their neighbors, all the unpleasant 
things incident to being a member of the Communist Party. I think 
the person who does what you did shows a very rare and very impor- 
tant type of courage. If we did not have people like you who are 
willing to submit themselves to this abuse, to be undercover agents for 
the police department, for the FBI, we would have 10 times as much 
difficulty digging out the members of this giant conspiracy. 

I just want you to know that you, and people like you, have the 
tremendous respect of this committee. I think you are deserving of 
the undying gratitude of the American people. 

Miss Eactr. Thank you. 

Mr. Coun. Miss Eagle, did your reports refer to the fact that Com- 
rade Irving Peress acted as sort of liaison between this Communist 
cell and the American Labor Party? 

Miss Eacitr. To the best of my rec ollection ; yes. 

Mr. Conn. And did he come with lists of American Labor Party 
members who were Communists and seek certain information and 
other things along those lines, from the Communist Club, according 
to your reports ? 

Miss Eactr. To the best of my recollection, he presented such a 
list to me. 

Mr. Coun. To you personally; is that right? 

Miss Eacte. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Of American Labor Party members he was organizing, 
and he indicated on the list those who were also members of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Eacte. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Without going into detail here. I believe your reports 
further reflect the fact that Comrade Peress attended what was known 
as the leadership training course of the party at club headquarters, 
139 Dyckman Street; is that correct ? 

Miss Eacie. On one occasion; yes. 

Mr. Coun. On one occasion. You attended a course in the leader- 
ship training course with Peress, and that is reported in your reports ; 
is that right ? 

Miss Eacte. It is. 

Mr. Coun. At these various meetings, I notice here, matters were 
discussed concerning the strategy and the tactics of the party, such 
as class struggle, and I note on one occasion here you reported that 
Comrade Elaine Peress concluded that in spite of the temporary pro- 
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gram of the party, the class struggle could never be suspended by the 
Communist Party since it was an inherent part of the Communist 
program; is that right? 

Miss Eacuie. If it is in the report; yes, that is right. 

Mr. Coun. And at the end of each “rep mt you filed, when you had 
attended Communist meetings with Peress or when he had engaged 


in other Communist activities, you would at the end of the report set 
forth his name, among the others: is that ight 2 
Miss EAGLE. Yes: | did. 


Mr. Coun. And we thus find the name Irving Peress at the end of 
each report. 

The last thing I want to ask you is this, Policewoman Eagle: Since 
vou filed these reports, and they go back to 1944, as far as you know, 
they have been available at all times to the Army or any duly author- 
ized agency which can be in contact with the New York City Police 
Department ; is that right? 

Miss Eacuir. I submitted them to the police department. I don’t 
know—— 

Mr. Conn. They have been on file as far as you know ever since that 
time available to whatever appropriate agencies the police depart 
ment has contact with? 

Miss Eacue. I have no special knowledge of that. 

Mr. Coun. Your knowledge is that vou filed these reports with the 
police department, and that they have been available at all times, and 
when you went to review them this week you found them there in their 
riginal form; is that correct ? 

Miss Eacie. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. Miss Eagle. I am not going to go into this any further, 
except to say this: There came a time, did there not, when the Com- 
imunists found out that you had been in the police department and 
ihere came a time when they gained that knowledge; is that right? 

Miss Eacrie. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And after that, you suffered some very unpleasant expe 
riences at the hands of the Communists, is that ris cht } ? 

Miss Eacur. Yes. Unpleasant experiences which I believe had some 
connection with the work, yes. 

Mr. Coun. And in which various actions were attempted against 
you and your house and property and things along that line? Is that 
right ? 

Miss Eactr. There were such incidents, that is right. 

Mr. Conn. I have nothing further. 

The CratrMan. I think that is all. I want to thank you very much. 

Mr. Irving Peress? Major Peress? 

Mr. FAULKNER. My client refuses to be photographed or televised, 
Senator. He is not on exhibition. 

The Cuatrman. If your client does not want to be televised, he has 
a right to refuse. 

Mr. Fauixner. Or photographed. 

The CrarrMan. He does not have to be photographed. He will not 
be photographed while he is in this courtroom. We have no jurisdic- 
tion of the corridors, you understand. The photographers will not 
photograph the major. 

Will your stand and raise your right hand, Major? 

Mr. Prress. I am not a major, sir. 
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The Cuairman. Will you r: Lise your right hand? In this matter 
now in hearing before this committee, do you solemnly swear to tell 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 


Mr. Peress. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF IRVING PERESS (ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
STANLEY FAULKNER, NEW YORK CITY) 


The CHarrMan. You said you were not a major. When did you 
iast have the rank of major? 

Mr. Peress. I would like, if possible, to make a statement before 
testifying before the committee. I have a brief statement I would 
like to make. I will answer the question. I stopped being a major 
February 2, 1954. 

The CHarmman. February 2, 1954? 

Mr. Prress. May I read a statement before the committee? 

The CuarrmMan. If you have a statement a attorney is aware of 
the rules of the committee. The statement must be submitted 24 hours 
in advance. In other words, if you will hand the statement up, we 
will glance at it and see whether you can read it. If it is pertinent to 
the hearing, you will be allowed to read it. 

(Document handed to chairman.) 

The CiatrMan. You may read it. Is this an extra copy? 

Mr. Peress. Yes. 

I have been subpenaed to appear before this committee presumably 
to answer certain questions concerning my political beliefs, both past 
und present. So that there may be no mistake about my position in 
this regard, I shall decline to answer any such questions under the 
protection of the fifth amendment to our Constitution. 

The Cuamrman. May I interrupt you there? You are not being 
subpenaed to answer in regard to your political beliefs. You are here 
to answer in regard to the part you played while an officer in the 
United States Army in the conspiracy designed to destroy this Nation. 
That is what you are bei ing called about. You are not being asked 
about any of your political beliefs. You will not be asked about any 
political beliefs. 

bg ou may procee dd. 

Mr. Peress. From my earliest schooling I have been taught that the 
United States Constitution is the highest law of our land and that one 
of the strongest provisions 1 is tl » protection afforded to all persons of 
the privilege under the fifth amendment. My education has also 
taught me that anyone, even a United States Senator, who would deny 
this constitutional protection to any individual or who under his cloak 
of his immunity would draw inferences therefrom, and publicly an- 
nounce such inferences, is subversive. I use that word advisedly. By 
subversive I mean anyone who would undermine the strength of the 
Constitution and thereby weaken our democratic form of government. 
When I appeared before you, Senator McCarthy, on January 30, 1954, 
at an executive session of your committee, you, acting as a committee 
of one, made certain charges concerning my promotion in rank and 
pending honorable discharge. Just to make the record clear, I was 
promoted and honorably discharged under Public Law 84 of the 83d 
Congress, which incidentally was passed when you, Senator McCarthy, 
were a Member of the Senate. In recognition of my honest and faith- 
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ful service to my country I was awarded an honorable discharge on 
February 2, 1954. In the period of my service, no one either within 
or without found it saemmaae to que tion my loyalty. 

Another bit of schooling which I had as a Jew was a study of the 
Old Testament, which I highly recommend to you, Senator, and your 
counsel, and particularly Book 7 of the Psalms, which reads: 

His mischief shall return upon his own head and his violence shall come down 
upon his own pate. 

The CuamrMan. Major, you just heard a policewoman for the city 
of New York testify that you attended a Communist leadership school. 
Is that testimony on her part true or false ? 

Mr. Prress. I must decline to answer on at question, Senator, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment on the ground that it might tend 
to incriminate me. I would also like to say, Senator, that I am not a 
major. The title is “Dr. Pe ress,” not “Major Peress.” 

The Cuarrman. Let me make this very clear: You have been ac- 
cused, Major, of the most dishonest, the worst conduct that anyone in 
the Army can be guilty of. You have been accused under oath of 
being a member of a conspiracy designed to destroy this Nation by 
force and violence. You are here this morning, you are given an op- 
portunity under oath, to tell us whether or not those charges are true 
or false. If you are a part of this treasonous conspiracy, if you have 
ittended leadership schools of the Communist conspiracy, obviously 
you will take the protection of the fifth amendment. If you are inno 
cent, you will tell us that. Now, let me ask you this question: Is it 
true that as of this moment and during all the time that you were an 
officer in the United States Army, you were an active member of the 
Communist conspiracy ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Ciuarmman. At the time you received your commission in the 
Army, were you a section organizer for the Communist conspiracy ¢ 

(‘The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Peress. I claim the privilege. 

The Cuarrman. What privilege ? 

Mr. Peress. The privilege to decline to answer under the fifth 
amendment. 

The CHarrmMan. On the ground of self-inerimination ? 

Mr. Peress. On the ground that it might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. At the time you were promoted from captain to 
major, were you then an active, knowing member of the Communist 
conspiracy ¢ 

Mr. Peress. I claim the privilege. 

The Cuarrman. You will have to tell us each time under what 
privilege. 

Mr. Peress. I must decline to answer that question under the pro- 
tection of the fifth amendment on the ground that it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. All right. 

Did you hold Communist meetings in your home while you were 
an officer in the United States Army 4 

Mr. Peress. I claim the first amendment on the ground that it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuatrman. Who signed your honorable discharge? 
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Mr. Peress. John J. McManus, major, Infantry. 

The CuarrmMan. Is that your discharge? 

Mr. Peress. That is a photostat of it. 

The Cuarrman. Will you hand it up? 

(Document handed to the chairman.) 

The Cuarrman. Where is John J. McManus located ? 

Mr. Peress. I have no idea. 

The CHamman. Who notified you that you wou 
able discharge ? 

Mr. Peress. I don’t believe I was officially notified. It was just 
tendered to me when I left. 

The CHarrman. It was handed to you? 

Mr. Peress. Yes; as part of my records. 

The Crarrman. Let’s have the record show that this is signed 
February 2, 1954. This was handed to you on what date? 

Mr. Peress. February 2, 1954. 

The Cuarrman. Let us have the record show that this was signed 
and handed to this fifth amendment Communist, Major Peress, after I 
had written the Secretary of the Army suggesting that he be court- 
martialed, suggesting that everyone having anything to do with his 
promotion, with his change of orders, be court-martialed. I did that 
feeling that this would be one way to notify all the officers in the 
Army and all the enlisted men, that there has been a new day in the 
Army, that the 20 years of treason have ended, and that no officer in 
the Army can protect traitors, can protect Communists. I want the 
record to show this was given to you after that letter had been made 
public, before the Secretary of the Army, Robert Stevens, returned 
to the United States. I ask, Mr. Adams, where is John J. McManus 
now ? 

Mr. Joun Apams (legal counsel to Department of the Army, Wash- 
ington, D. C.). I don’t know, Mr. Chairman. I presume he is an 
officer in aa irters, First Army. 

The CuarrMan. Will we have to subpena him, or will he be pro 
duced ? 

Mr. Apams. He will be produced. 

The CuatrmMan. Good. We will want him in executive session this 
afternoon, unless he feels that he needs additional time to get a lawyer 
to represent him. If he wants additional time, we will give him any 
time that is within reason that he wants. If he doesn’t need time to 
get a lawyer, I want him here this afternoon at 2:30 o’clock, in ex 
‘utive session. 

Have you met John J. McManus? 

Mr. Peress. Not to my knowledge. 

The Cuarrman. Who handed you this honorable discharge ? 

Mr. Peress. Iam not sure. I think it was a sergeant at the separa- 
tion center. I don’t know—or it could have been a warrant officer. 

The CuHarrman. Who is the highest ranking officer with whom you 
spoke after your appearance before the committee? 

Mr. Perress. General Zwicker. 

The CuarrmMan. General Zwicker? What conversation did you 
have with General Zwicker ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prress. Would you repeat that question, please ? 

The Cuarrman. Will the reporter read the question ? 


ld receive an honor 


e 
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(The re tong read from his notes as requested. ) 

Mr. Prress. I don’t recall the exact word-for-word conversation. I 
requested of General Zwicker, after the hearing before you on Janu- 
ary 30, when I saw him on February 1, that an inquiry ‘be made into 
these charges, that the newspapers had lambasted me with on Sunday 
and Monday. 

The Cuairman. Did you tell him whether or not you were a Com- 
munist ? 

(‘The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question on the grounds—— 

The CuatrmMan. You wanted an inquiry made as to whether or not 
you are a Communist; is that correct ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. I wanted an inquiry of my conduct at Camp Kilmer. 

The ¢ Cuamrman. Did you want the — to include the question 
of whether or not you had been holding Communist meetings at your 
home, whether you had attended a Communist leadership school, 
whether you had been recruiting military personnel there into the 
Communist conspiracy? Did you want that included? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prress. I could not tell them what to inquire about, but I asked 
for an inquiry of the charges generally. I didn’t specify as to which 
charges to inquire into and which not to inquire into. 

The Cratmrman. Did you tell them whether or not you would tell 
them the truth if they made such an inquiry ? 

Mr. Prerrss. I told General Zwicker, as you asked me, that I would 
like an inquiry into the charges. I didn’t tell him anything further. 

The Cuarrman, They made an inquiry in August, did they not? 
They sent you a question: uire. They came to the best witness they 
could find on this, assuming a Communist is a good witness. They 
asked you practically all the questions this committee has asked you. 
They asked you about all of your alleged activities in this Com- 
— conspiracy. That was in the inquiry. Did you tell them 

e truth at that time? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prress. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. Did you answer the questions as to whether or not 
you were a er of the Communist conspiracy at that time? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer. 

The Cuatrman. You will be ordered to answer. It is a matter of 
public record. You cannot decline. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. If it is a matter of public record, then I decline to 
answer. 

The Cuarmman. You decline to answer? You decline to answer 
that ? 

Mr. Preress. You said it isa matter of public record. 

The Cuarrman. Are you declining to answer ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Preress. Could you repeat the question, please ? 

The Cuarrman. The reporter will read it. 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 

Mr. Perress. I decline to answer that question. 
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The Cuairman. Have the record show, so that there can be no claim 
of lack of knowledge at a future legal proceeding: 

Mr. Peress. On the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarmman. That the witness was asked whether or not he 
answered an Army questionnaire, as to whether or not he was part 
of the Communist conspiracy. He declined, invoking the fifth amend- 
ment. The Chair ordered him to answer on the rounds that this 
is an improper invocation of the fifth amendment. Have the record 
show he still declines. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Chairman, in executive session this witness, after 
you overruled his privilege, did answer this question and stated, 
answered the questions on the interrogatory by claiming the fifth 
amendment.” 

In other words, when the Army submitted interrogatories to this 
witness in August he refused to answer to the Army the pertinent 
questions on Communist activity, and claimed the fifth amendment 
in the Army inquiry at that time. 

The Cuatrman. Thank you, Counsel, for calling that to my atten- 
tion. Have the record show that an additional ground for the 
Chair’s ordering him to answer is the fact that he has already waived 
the fifth amendment privilege as to this area of investigation. Have 
the record show that he still refuses to answer. 

In November 1953, were you promoted to major ? 

Mr. Peress. Was I[ promoted to major in November of 1953? 

The Cuairman. Yes. 

Mr. Peress. Yes. 

The Cuarrman. Did anyone in the military, between August 1953 
and January of 1954, ever ask you about any alleged Communist 
Party activities on your part? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. Would you read that again, please? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 

Mr. Perress. I decline to answer that. 

The CuarrMan. You are ordered to answer. 

Mr. Peress. I decline on the grounds of the fifth amendment, that 
the answer might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. After our hearing here in New York, I believe it 
was about 2 weeks ago, I read a statement which you allegedly made to 
the press, to the effect that the charges that you were a Communist 
were false. Now, I know that you fifth amendment Communists sing 
a different tune under oath. You can lie as much as you like when 
you are not under oath. Do you want to tell us now whether or not 
that statement to the press was a lie, or whether you were telling the 
truth when you told the press you were not a Communist? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment, that the answer might tend to incriminate me. 

The CHamman. You are entitled to the privilege. When you at- 
tended Communist leadership school, were you, among other things, 
taught the necessity of the destruc tion of our Constitution, inc luding 
the fifth amendment upon which you rely today? 
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Mr. Prress. I decline to answer that question under the protection 
of the fifth amendment to the Constitution on the ground that the 
answer might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. Is it a fact, Mister, that you have attended Com- 
munist schools, leade rship schools, you spoke there, your wife spoke 
there, you advocated the destruction of the Constitution, you advo- 
cated the destruction of the very amendment behind which you so 
cowardly hide today? Is that not a fact? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
the answer might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuamrman. You are entitled to decline . 

I may say that if you were an officer in the Russian Army instead 
of the United States Army, if you were charged with treason against 
Communist Russia, you would not have any fifth amendment there, 
Mister. And you life insurance would be ri ather high. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuairrman. Mr. Cohn? 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Peress, were you, when commissioned in January of 
1953, section organizer for the Communist Party in Queens County / 

Mr. Prress. I must decline to answer that question under the pro- 
tection of the fifth amendment on the ground that it might tend to 
incriminate me. 

The Cuatrman. While you were in the Army, did you contribute a 
percentage of your pay to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline again on the same privilege. 

Mr. Coun. Did you attempt to recruit any military personnel into 
the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Perrss. I decline to answer; the same privilege. 

The CyarrMan. Wil you speak a little louder, sir? 

Mr. Prress. I decline to answer the question under the protection 
of the fifth amendment on the grounds that it might tend to inerim- 
inate me. Shall I go through that whole sentence every time, Senator ? 

The Coarmman. If that is what you are relying upon, you will state 
the grounds for your refusal. 

Mr. Coun. Did you ask officers stationed with you to attend Com- 
munist Party meetings with you? 

Mr. Peress. I must decline to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Coun. Did you make a contribution, through the Daily Worker, 
to the defense fund for the indicted Communist leaders? 

Mr. Perress. I decline to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Conn. I will hand you a copy of page 12 of the Daily Worker 
for November 22, 1949, and direct your attention to an article entitled 
“Dollars Keep Coming for Defense Fund.” It concludes with a state- 
ment from the Daily Worker—*To all of you wonderful people, 
thanks, thanks a million.” ‘There is a short list of names, and on that 
list of names is the name Irv Peress, Queens. I would like for you to 
examine that and tell the committee whether or not you are the Irv 
Peress of Queens who received this commendation from the Daily 
Worker for a contribution to the Communist defense fund. 

The Cuatrman. While he is examining that, may I have the record 
show that Senator Potter is represented here by his very able assistant, 
Robert Jones. Senator Dirksen is represe nted by his equally able 
assistant, Mr. Rainville. I want Mr. Rainville and Mr. Jones to know 
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that as the representatives of the two Senators, you have the same 
right . ask questions which any Senator would have. 

“Mr. Coun. Are you the Irving Peress who received the thanks of 
the Daily Worker for this contribution to the Communist defense 
fund? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer on the grounds that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

The Cuatrman. Will you speak a little louder? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer. 

Mr. Coun. Of course, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Fau.txner. Did you read into the record that this is dated 

The Cuatrman. We will not hear from counsel. If you want any- 
thing read into the record, Mr. Peress can read it in. We will not 
hear from counsel. I may say, Mr. Counsel, that this rule was not 
made for you. It was made by the committee and made unanimously. 
We give the witness the right, which he would not have in a court, a 
right to confer with counsel, at any time he cares to. Counsel can 
coach him in his answers, which is a right he would not have in court. 
We do not allow counsel to take part in the proceedings. The reason 
for that is obvious. And I am not speaking about you, Mr. Counsel, 
but I speak about the general situation. If we allowed Communist 
lawyers to take part in a filibuster proce weiliinas. we could never hold 
an intelligible hearing. So if there is anything you want to say, you 
will have to abide by the same rule, which is not directed against you 
personally, but you will have to talk through your client. 

Mr. FautKner. May I say something on that, what you just referred 
to, Senator? 

The CuatrrmMan. No, I said we will not hear from counsel. 

Mr. Fautxner. Not on this point. That is all. 

The Cuarrman. I will not hear from counsel on any point. I did 
not make the rule. We have 4 Republicans, 3 Democrats. We unani- 
mously passed that rule. I must abide by that rule the same as you 
must. If you have something to say, you can tell your client and he 
will say it. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Chairman, as I indicated when this article was first 
referred to, I read the date into the record, which was November 22, 
1949, and I ask that this entire article and the page from the Daily 
Worker be received into evidence. I might state that an examina- 
tion of the article indicates that Irv Peress, of Queens, had sent in a 
dollar contribution to the defense fund for the Communist leaders to 
accompany an entry which he had made into a contest being run by 
the Daily Worker at that period of time. All of that is set forth on 
this page. I ask that that be received into evidence. 

The Cuarrman. It will be received. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 6” and may be 
nal in the files of the subcommittee. ) ; 

Mr. Conn. I would call to your attention, Mr. Chairman, the fact 
that this was obtained by the committee from a public record which, 
of course, would have been available to the Army well before this man 
was handed a commission. It was listed in the public files. 

Now, referring to public files, Mr. Peress, did you take an ad in 
the 15th anniversary edition of the Journal of the Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade, which journal was sponsored by the Communist Party and 
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ent greetings to comrades on the celebration of the 15th anniversary 
of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Coun. Did you take an i in the 10th anniversary, appearing 
on the back page of the 10th anniversar y edition of the Journal of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade # 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Conn. Have you been a subscriber to the Daily Worker for the 
last 14 years ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer on the grounds that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Conn. While you were a captain and a mi nor in the Army, up 
until this month, did you receive the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Conn. Did you take the Daily Worker with you to your Army 
assignment ¢ 

Mr. Preress. I decline to answer under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Coun. Did you show the Daily Worker to officers stationed 
with you ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The CHatrmMan. Mr. Jones? 

Mr. Jones. Mr. Peress, when you became an oflicer of the Army of 
the United States, I assume that you took the regular oath of oflice ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. PERESS. Could I have the identification of who is question- 


} 
i 


ng me # 
The CuHarrmMan. Will you try and speak up, sir? 
Mr. Ps ress. Could you identify the gentleman who is making the 
inquiry ¢ ¢ 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Robert Jones, administrative assistant to Sen- 
ator Potter. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. Is he empowered by the Senate to question me? 

The Cuarman. Answer the question. 

Mr. Peress. The question is did I take the regular oath of office 
when I was commissioned, first commissioned ? 

Mr. Jones. Do you want to read the question back ? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested. ) 

Mr. Prerrss. Yes. 

Mr. Jones. You did take the regular oath of office. In other words, 
you did take the oath ? 

Mr. Prress. I don’t know what you mean by the regular oath. 

Mr. Jones. The regular oath to uphold and defend the Constitution, 
you took that oath, is that correct ? 

Mr. Peress. That is right. 

Mr. Jones. Did you ever refuse to take an oath ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prress. An oath to uphold the Constitution ? 

Mr. Jones. Exactly. Did you ever refuse to take it ? 

Mr. Peress. No. 

The Cuarrman. May I have the record straight. Did you ever re- 
fuse to sign any oath or affidavit for the Army ? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Pererss. None that I can recall. 

Mr. Jones. Now, Mr. Peress, when you took the oath to uphold and 
defend the Constitution, were you a member of the Communist Party 
at that time? 

Mr. Prress. I decline to answer that question on the fifth amend- 
ment, on the grounds that it might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Jones. Would you while an officer of the Army of the United 
States having taken the oath to defend the Constitution, oppose any 
group that advocates the violent overthrow of the Government ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Perress. I would defend and uphold the Constitution of the 
United States, as taken in the oath. 

Mr. Jones. That isn’t ee ‘ring the question. In other words, 
you took the oath to uphold and defend the Constitution of the United 
States. Having taken that oath, would you then oppose any group 
that advocates the overthrow of this Government ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. I would oppose any group that would seek to overthrow 
the—— 

Mr. Jones. In other words, you would oppose the Communist Party / 

Mr. Peress. You are answering for me? I would oppose, as my 
oath states, any group that would seek to overthrow the United State 
Government by force and violence and unconstitutional means. 

Mr. Jones. In other words, then, you would oppose the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Peress. Is that a question or a statement ? 

Mr. Jones. I am asking you. Would you oppose the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Perress. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

The CHarrman. Mr. Peress, at the time you attended Communist 
leadership schools, were you not taught the necessity of the overthrow 
of this Government by force and violence ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The Cuatrrman. The witness will be ordered to answer the question 
on the grounds that he has waived the fifth amendment privilege by 
his answer to the previous question. 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer on the grounds that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. Just so that counsel and the witness will be fully 
informed, the Chair takes the position that where you answer a ques- 
tion, you have waived the fifth amendment privilege as to that entire 
area of investigation. I have asked the Attorney General for an 
opinion upon that matter. If the Attorney General sustains the view 
of the committee, then we will heavily decimate the ranks of the 
Communist conspir' acy by way of conte mpt actions, and convictions, 
against Communists like you, Major. If the Attorney General ren- 
ders a favorable opinion, we intend to ask for a contempt citation 
against every Communist who comes here and, by answering certain 
questions, waives the fifth amendment, and then tries to invoke the 
fifth amendment in the same area of investigation. 

I tell you that so that you cannot plead ignorance at some future 
legal proceeding. 

I assume you still refuse to answer ? 
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Mr. Peress. I do. 

The Cuamrman. Is that correct? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer under the fifth amendment. 

The Cuairman. Iam going to hand you an exhibit—do you want to 
mark this? 

Mr. Conn. Exhibit 7, Senator. 

(The document referred to was marked “Exhibit No. 7,” and may 
be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 

The Cuatrman. I am going to hand you exhibit 7, and ask you if 
this is the oath you signe id, either at the time you got your commission 
or about that time? 

(Document handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Peress. I decline to identify this paper under the grounds that 
it might tend to incriminate me. 

The CHatrmMan. The witness will be ordered to identify it. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Peress. This is a blank paper, and I would have to decline to 
answer on the identification of it. 

The Cuatrman. Is that the type of oath you signed ? 

Mr. Peress. I couldn’t recall. I would have to decline to answer. 
I would have to see the papers I signed. 

The Cuarrman. You are declining because you cannot recall ? 

Mr. Peress. No. I decline to answer on the grounds of the fifth 
omendment, that it might—— 

The Cuairman. Would you read that oath? Read it out loud so 
[ can hear it. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. I decline to read the oath. 

— CuamMan. You will be ordered to read it to refresh your rec- 
ollection so that you may be able to answer the question. 

( The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Preress. I decline to acknowledge that I have seen this state- 
ment before or signed such a paper, on the grounds that it might tend 
to incriminate me. 

The CHairman. You will be ordered to read it. 

Mr. Peress. I decline to read it. 

The Cuamman. Hand that back to me, please. 

(Document handed to the chairman.) 

Mr. Jones. Mr. Peress, you have already stated that you took the 
oath to uphold the Constitution when you were commissioned a cap- 
tain; is that correct ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. To my recollection, on getting my commission as a cap- 
tain I was sent a number of forms, and I signed them and sent them 
back. There was no official swearing-in ceremony. 

Mr. Jones. You just said a few minutes ago that you took the oath 
to uphold the Constitution. That is in the official record. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Peress. If the oath was in there, I took the oath. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. JONEs. Mr. Peress, will you please examine this statement ? 

The Cuamman. Those will be made exhibits 8 and 9. 

(The documents referred to were marked “Exhibits Nos. 8 and 9,” 
and may be found in the files of the subcommittee. ) 
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(Documents handed to the witness.) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuatrman. While the witness is examining that, may I ask a 
question of Mr. Adams, the legal counsel for the Army ? 

The information we have is that this man signed affidavits as to 
nonmembership in the Communist Party and subversive groups. Is 
it the position of the Army that by the honorable discharge which 
he received after he was before the committee, that he had been re- 
moved from the court-marti: HM jurisdiction of the Army; or does the 
Army take the position they have jurisdiction to court-martial this 
fifth-amendment Communist oe false swearing, of which he is ob- 
viously guilty ? 

Mr. Joun Apams (legal counsel to the Department of the Army, 


Washington, D. C.). I am not qui ite sure that I know the question. 
The ¢ YH AIRMAN, ihe question IS you are the legal counsel for the 
Army, and I assumed you discussed this. I know you are aware of 


the fact that I have been discussing it now since he got the honorable 
discharge. The question is, Has he been removed from the court- 
martial jurisdiction of the Army, or does the Army take the position 
that even though he received his honorable discharge, he ean still be 
court-martialed for false swearing or any other crime of which he 1s 
guilty ? 

Mr. Avams. Mr. Chairman, a separation such as Major Peress re- 
ceived on February 2 is a final action. Under the Uniform Code of 
Military Justice, there is a section in the law which permits the Army 
to court-martial an individual for offenses which call for penalties in 
excess of 5 years, provided the offenses are known. 

I submitted the questions raised by your letter to the Judge Advo- 
cate General of the Army, who has the responsibility, by statute, in 
the Army for military justice, and he gave me an opinion that prob- 
ably a court-martial against the individual could not be sustained on 
the facts now before the Army. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, on the grounds that this would not 
eall for a penalty in excess of 5 years, he has been removed from the 
jurisdiction of the Army ? 

Mr. Apams. He has been removed from the jurisdiction of the Army, 
and the Army is not aware of any offenses which h: ave been brought 
officially to its attention under which he could be tried 

The Cuarrman. You say the Army is not aware of any offenses, 
Mr. Adams? 

Mr. Apams. That is correct, sir. 

The Cuarrman. I do not pretend to cross-examine the legal counsel 
for the Army. You are here as a guest of the committee. But this 
matter disturbs me very greatly. I have heard that statement before. 
You have the evidence, the sworn testimony, that this man was part 
of the Communist conspiracy. You have that from a policewoman 
of the city of New York. It has been available to the Army for years, 
ever since she has been filing her reports. You have the information 
that he took a false oath when he swore that he was not a member of 
the Communist Party. You have his refusal to answer questions 
before a Senate committee. His refusal to answer questions by the 
Army would certainly constitute conduct unbecoming to an officer. 

I do not think you want the record to stand, John, as saying that 
you were not aware of any offense. You said that was not brought 








134 COMMUNIST INFILTRATION IN THE ARMY 


officially to your attention. May I say that you were here in an official 
capacity. Everything that this committee de -velops, including what 
we develop in an executive session, is your official knowledge. 

As I say, I do not want to put you on the stand here and cross-exam- 
ine you, but I am just curious about this fantastic procedure where we 
have this man before us, and we invited the legal counsel for the Army 
to sit in, listen to all of his testimony. He refused to answer, invoking 
the fifth amendment. I wrote to the Secretary of the Army and asked 
for his court martial. Before Secretary Stevens could get back to 
the United States, somebody in the Army—and I cannot conceive they 
were acting in good faith—gave him a hurr y-up honorable discharge. 
My letter was made public on Monday, February 1; and Tuesday morn- 

r, February 2, this man—about whom you have so much testimony 
heal organizing Communist cells, holding Communist meetings in 
hts home, attending Communist leadership schools, his refusal to 
answer—was given an honorable discharge. 

As you know, John, every Senator receives dozens of letters every 
month from young men who have good reasons for not wanting to 
serve. They want honorable discharges. If this is the pattern that 
is to be followed, if all = need to do is to join the conspiracy against 

is Nation to receive the sti imp of honor from your country, get an 
hae able discharge, the n the Communist Party perhaps should go out 
and recruit all the—well, although I do not think they would have 
much success, go out and try to recruit the young men who would like 
to get out of the Army. 

I am going to ask you this, but I am not going to ask you to answer 
it now: Lam going to ask that you give us the names of every officer, 
every member of the military personnel or any civilian who had any- 
thing to do with this man’s promotion, knowing that he was a Com- 
munist ; anything to do with his change of orders, knowing that he was 
. Communist; anything to do with his honorable discharge, knowing 
he was a Communist, knowing I have suggested a court “martial for 
him, 

I am curious to know whether or not that information will be forth- 
coming without a subpena. If not, this is something which will not 
be allowed to drop. I want to assure everyone concerned, if it is 
humanly possible I intend to get to the bottom of it. 

I think here you have the key to the deliberate Communist infiltra- 
tion of our Armed Forces, the most dangerous thing. And the men 
responsible for the honorable discharge of a Communist are just as 
guilty as the man who belongs to the conspiracy himself. 

So may I ask you, will the information be forthcoming without 
subpena? If not, I intend to take this right to the very limit to get 
the names of all of those individuals, John. If you are not in a posi- 
tion to answer that today, I want to know when you can answer it. 

Mr. Avams. Mr. Chairman, the Secretary has given you a letter, 
which you received yesterday, which discussed the facts of this case 
as he now knows them. He is investigating to determine such addi- 
tional facts as he can. 

If there can be developed any indication of conspiracy of a sub- 
versive nature with reference to the handling of this or any other 
officer assignments, those matters will be prosecuted by the Army. 

The Cuarrman. John, I will not take any double-talk, any evasion 
on this. Either the Army is going to give me the names of the indi- 
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viduals responsible for coddling and honorably discharging a known 
Communist—not only a run-of-the-mill but an important member 
of the Communist conspiracy—or the Army is going to refuse. 

I may say now, for the benefit of everyone concerned, if the Army 
refuses, I intend to take this to the floor of the Senate, and I intend 
to try to have cited for contempt any man in the military—and I do 
not care whether he is a civilian or an officer—who tries to cover up 
those responsible for this most shameful, most fantatistic situation. 

If you cannot answer that tod LV, I would like to know when I can 
get the answer. It is a simple decision. I want to know whether or 
not there is a new day in the Army or not. I have a lot of respect for 
Secretary Stevens, and I received a letter which I cannot conceive of 
Secretary Stevens having himself written. He may have. 

Complete double-talk does not answer any of our questions. We 
are not going to take this, John, in this case. We are going to make 
an example here and see if we cannot set the pattern for a cleanout 
of those who have been invited into the military. 

If the new Secretary wants to do that himself, very good. I think 
he will. But I will want to know within 24 hours whether or not the 
Army is going to give us the names of those whom I just indicated. 
We will ask for that information by tomorrow night. 

If that period of time you think is unreasonable, we will give you 
additional time. I will be in Albany holding hearings tomorrow, 
and I will want to get that information there. 

Mr. Peress, just 1 or 2 more questions. While you were an officer 
in the Army, did you ever have access to any decoding or encoding 
machines ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Perress. No. 

The CHamman. Were you ever O. D.? Were you ever officer of 
the day? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. Yes. 

The CuHatrman. How often did you serve as oflicer of the day? 

Mr. Prress. Dental O. D. That just covers the dental clinic for 
emergency treatment that may come up. ‘There is no administrative 
responsibility. It is just to take care of emergency dental situations. 
I was O. D. in rotation. It came up depending on the number of 
dental officers. If we had 20 dental officers, it was every 3 weeks. 
When we were down lower, it would come around more frequently. 

The Cuairman. Your testimony is, then, that during all the time 
you were in the military, you never had access to any encoding or 
decoding machines? 

Mr. Peress. I don’t even know what they are. 

The Cuatrman. You say you don’t know what they are? 

Mr. Peress. I have never seen such a machine. 

The CuHarrmMan. Do you know what an encoding machine is? 

Mr. Peress. No. 

The Cuatrman. You don’t know what is meant by an encoding 
machine ? 

Mr. Peress. No, I don’t. 

The Carman. Do you know what is meant by a decoding 
machine ? 

Mr. Peress. That I can figure out. 
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The Cuarrman. You can figure that out. 

Did you ever see any messages, either before or after they were 
decoded, either while you were an officer of the day or other wise ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. Unless you mean my orders to take a leave of absence 
or to take part of my annual leave. I don’t know if that is a coded 
or decoded message. I thought it was mimeographed. 

The Cuatrman. I think you know what I mean. I am just trying 
to get the facts. 

Is it your testimony that, as far as you know, other than routine 
orders, change of station, leave aah rs, other than orders of that kind 
you never saw any material, either before or after it was decoded? I 
have special refe ‘rence to the times when you served as O. D. 

(The: witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. There is just a dental O. D. form, the name of the 
patient, serial number, and what you did for him. That is the only 
official pr inted material that you handle on O. D. 

The Cuamman. General Zwicker, may I ask you a question. You 
can stay right there. 

Whenever I served as O. D.—and I think this has been general prac- 
tice in the Marine Corps, the Navy, and the Army—you normally had 
access to the encoding and decoding machines. Ordinarily an officer 
of the rank of major or above must take his stint at encoding or 
decoding. 

Could you tell me whether or not that has been the practice at Camp 
Kilmer? 

Brig. Gen. Ratpn Zwicker (commanding officer, Camp Kilmer, 
N.J.). It is not. 

The Cuarrman. In other words, so far as you know, this individual 
never had access to any confidential or secret material ? 

General Zwicker. He did not. 

The Cnarrman. Your answer is what? 

General Zwicker. He did not. 

The Cuatrman. Just one other question, General. I did not intend 
to impose upon you this morning. 

His Army file contains reference to his being considered for—and 
T think I am quoting it correctly—sensitive work in May of 1953. 
Would you have any idea what that sensitive work was? If you do 
not know, we w il show you the file to refresh your recollection. The 
file shows that in May, that is, after it was fully known that he was a 
Communist, the file shows that he was considered for sensitive work. 

The file does not show whether he was rejected or not. Just offhand, 
you wouldn’t know what that sensitive work would be? 

General Zwicker. I do not. 

The Cuatrman. I wonder if you can do this: You are appearing 
this afternoon in executive session. I would like to have you here to 
listen to all of this testimony. If you have an aide with you, I wonder 
if you could have somebody call Camp Kilmer and find out just what 
the sensitive work was that he was being considered for. 

Mr. Peress. I might be able to help you on that. 

General Zwicker. Even if I did know, I would not be privileged to 
tell you, under the Executive order which forbids us to discuss matters 
of that nature. 
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The Cuatrman. I may say, General, you will be in difficulty if you 
refuse to tell us what sensitive work a Communist was being consid- 
ered for. There is no Executive order for the purpose of protecting 
Communists. I want to tell you right now, you will be asked that 
question this afternoon. You will be ordered to make available that 
information. 

Mr. Penress. I think I might know the answer to that, though I never 
heard about it. May I answer? 

The Cuarman. You may. 

Mr. Peress. Apparently I was considered the best dentist at the 
post there, and they needed an extra prosthodontist. And where I was 
doing general dentistry, which is filling and routine dentistry, they 
needed another man to he ‘Ip the prosthodontist. 

In approximately May 1953, I was unofficially promoted to the pros- 
thetic section, where I worked through August; and then, because 
there was a falling off in operative work, I was put back to doing 
operative work, because of the production there. The records will 
show. that my production in operative was also the greatest in the 
clinic. 

The Cuarrman. Let us return to the questions. 

Mr. Peress. This referred to a change of M. O. S., they called it. 

The Cuairman. We are dealing, not with sensitive nerves in the 
teeth; we are dealing with a security matter. I asked whether or not 
the general knew what sensitive security work you were being con- 
sidered for. You say that had to do with the teeth. 

Mr. Peress. Well, it was approximately May 1953, that the colonel 
called me down and said that they had been cons idering me—not 
a promotion in rank, but a promotion in work—to go up to prosthe tics 
and work there. It is my own opinion that I was very good. 

The Cuamman. Mr. Peress, the record shows that you signed a 
document identical to exhibit 9, which I will show you. You ‘signed 
that under oath, certifying nonmembership in subversive organiza- 
tions, naming the organizations—— 

Mr. Prress. I decline to answer that question. 

The Cuarrman. Let me finish before you decline. 

When you signed that, were you falsely swearing, or were you 
telling the truth 

(The witness Bo with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question under the fifth 
amendment. 

The Cuatrman. You are entitled to decline. 

Mr. Ratnvit_e. I am Harold Rainville, from Senator Dirksen’s 
office. While the Senator is seeking certain material which he wants 
to question you on, may I just deve slop one thing which I think has 
been overlooked here. 

Did you ever serve overseas ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. No. 

Mr. Rainvitte. Were you ever ordered to go overseas ? 

Mr. Peress. Yes. 

Mr. Ratnvitte. Were your orders then changed ? 

Mr. Peress. Yes. 

Mr. Rarnvitue. Do you know why they were changed ? 

Mr. Prress. I can only surmise. I was given no official reason. 
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Mr. Rarnvitte. Were you ever interrogated after the change, any 
discussion as to your future assignment ? 

Mr. Peress. I had orders to go to Fort Lewis and to proceed from 
there to Yokohama, Japan. I got to Fort Lewis, and I got in touch 
with the Red Cross. They secured an emergency leave for me. I had 
compassionate reasons to request a reassignment. There are Army 

culations under the title of “Compassionate Reassignment.” 


The Red Cross got—atfter investigating the case—got the time for 
me, and through channels I was reassigned to Camp Kilmer. 


Mr. Ratnvitte. Do you mind telling us what the emergency was? 

(The witness conferred with his counse l.) 

Mr. Perrss. Well, as you know, sir, they are part of the record, and 
I do mind telling you, because I don’ feel it is integral to the investi- 
ration that you are carrying on how, the reasons for it. But they 
are part of the official records, 

Mr. Rarnvitite. Well, if I am correct in my information, it was 
because your 6-year-old daughter needed psychiatric treatment; is that 
nioht ¢ 

Mir a ERESS. She was undergoing it al the time. That Vas one of 
the reasons 

Mr. Rarnvitie. Did you get any aid in receiving that cancellation 
of your embarkation orders, other than the Red Cross # 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Perrss. Could you be more specific about that, sir? 

Mr. Rarnvitter. Let me be a little bit explanatory. We in the Sen- 
ors’ offices are frequently called upon for emergency help whenever 
there is a situation of this kind. We frequently find that in situa- 
tion ae ,are much more critical, a dying wite who i IS ay ing of can- 
cer or a dying child, it makes it very difficult for us to stop an em- 
barkation order even for a temporary reason. 

I have no doubt your daughter needed the treatment. Neverthe- 
less, it seems a little odd to me that you should be completely re- 

iened. A man with the ability as a dentist such as you have would 
certainly have been needed abroad. I wanted to know, Did you know 

mebody in the Adjutant General’s office? You didn’t speak to any 
Congressman or Senator, and yet just the Red Cross was able to stop 
it ? 

Mr. Peress. I didn’t speak to any Congressman or Senator, and the 


«yt 


easons are not as fi fete] - as you attempt to seem to understand 

them at this point. As I say, the authority exists in the Army regu- 
lations, which are also wveshdbols to you, and the Red Cross does the 
investigating as to whether there is reallv a compassionate need for 
consideration of the case as to stop an embarkation. 

The CHatrman. I think in fairness to the Red Cross—I do not know 
who investigated this case—as I understand it, the Red Cross merely 
makes an investigation and does not take any active part in getting 
a change or cancellation of orders. The Red Cross merely reports 
the facts. I believe that is correct. I may be wrong in that. 

Mr. Prrrss. As I was saying, the Red Cross reports on whether 
there exists sufficient reason to warrant a consideration by the Army, 
because otherwise the orders cannot be halted in time. . 

Mr. Rarnvitze. Very frequently the Red Cross comes to us and asks 
for our aid because very frequently they alone cannot get these things 
done in the time allowed. 
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My question is, If the Red Cross did this, and did it alone for you, 
from my experience in handling hundreds of these cases a week, for 
what is trivial compared to other things—not to you, of course, a 
trivial reason—I would like to know if. you did not know someone 
some place, somebody in the Adjutant General’s office, perhaps a party 
member ? 

Mr. Peress. To my knowledge, I know nobody in the Adjutant 
General’s office, without qualification. 

Mr. Rarnvitte. In 1949, did you serve in a Communist cell with 
anybody who might have had influence in the Army, who was an 
officer in the Army ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. That question I decline to answer, on the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Rarnvitxe. I presume it is useless to ask you whether or not 
that person still is in the Adjutant General’s office ? 

Mr. Peress. Which person ? 

Mr. Ratnvitze. The person you decline to answer about. 

Mr. Peress. Does such a person exist because of the posing of the 
question ? 

Mr. Rarnvitte. I would presume if he didn’t exist, it would be easier 
for you to say no than to decline to answer. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuatrman. You will either talk for the record or you will talk 
only to your counsel. I will hear none of these speeches off the record 
from you. If you want to discuss any matter with your counsel, you 
will do it in an undertone so that only you and he can hear it. Other- 
wise you will speak for the record. 

Mr. Rarnvitie. Just one last question. Your daughter is still 
undergoing these treatments, and that is the reason you were still 
here until February 2? 

Mr. Perress. I don’t know the reason I am here, but my daughter is 
still undergoing the treatments. 

The CuarrmMan. There is one further question. Did a member of 
the Communist Party help you get your orders changed from Yoko- 
hama to Camp Kilmer? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that it 
might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. Were you successful in forming a Communist cell 
at Camp Kilmer ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question under the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The Cuatrman. Did your wife attend a Communist leadership 
school ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question. 

The CuatrmMan. Just to refresh your recollection, we will give you 
the name of the school. 

Mr. Coun. It was the leadership training course at the Inwood 
Victory Club, which was conducted at 139 Dyckman Street. 

The Cuarrman. With your memory refreshed, did you attend that 
leadership school ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
it might tend to incriminate me, under the fifth amendment. 
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The Cuarrman. How long have you been married ? 

Mr. Peress. What is the question ? 

The Cuamman. How long have you been married, just roughly ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. Is that relevant to this investigation ? 

The CHatrrmMan. Answer the question. 

Mr. Peress. Since June 7, 1942. 

The Cnarrman. Does your wife have any brothers or sisters work- 
ing for the Government ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuarrman. Or for any Government agency ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question. 

The Cuairman. You are ordered to answer that question. 

Mr. Perrerss. I decline to answer that question under the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The Cuatrman. You go right ahead, Mister, and decline. 

Do you have any brothers or sisters working for any Government 
agency ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question. 

The CuarrmMan. You are ordered to answer. 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer. 

The Cuatmman. Give us the names of your brothers. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. William 

The Cuarmman. What is his last name? The same as yours? 

Mr. Peress. The same as mine. 

The Cuatrman. What is his address? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. Brooklyn. I will have to look it up. 

The CrarrMan. Is he a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that. 

The Cuarrman. Whereabouts in Brooklyn does William live? 

Mr. Peress. I don’t know the name of the section. 

The Cuatrman. The last question was: Where does William live 
in Brooklyn? 

Mr. Peress. I said I don’t—what do you mean; the street? 

The CHamman. Yes, as best you can tell us. 

Mr. Peress. I don’t know. 

The CuatrmMAn. You don’t know what street he lives on? 

Mr. Peress. Iam not sure. I know how to go there. 

The Cuatrman. How do you go there? 

Mr. Peress. I drive on the Belt Parkway from my house and go 
down Flatlands Avenue. I don’t know the streets where I turn over 
to go there. 

The Cuarrman. What is your brother’s occupation ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Prress. I decline to answer that question. 

The Cuatrman. You are ordered to answer it. 

Mr. Peress. I decline, sir, under the fifth amendment. 

The CuHatrman. Does he work for the Government, the United 
States Government ? 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer. 

The Cuarrman. You are ordered to answer. 

Mr. Peress. I decline. 
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The Cuarrman. How many other brothers do you have? 

Mr. Peress. One. 

The Cuarrman. What is his name? 

Mr. Peress. Same last name; Abraham Herbert. 

The CuHarrman. And where does Abraham work? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Peress. Where does he work? 

The CHarrman. Yes. 

Mr. Peress. 10 Hillside Avenue. 

The Cuarrman. 10 Hillside Avenue. What kind of work does 
he do? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuatrman. Let’s put it this way: Does he work either in a 
defense plant or for any Giovumanain agency ¢ 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question under the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The Cuatrman. Do you feel if you were to tell us the truth in answer 
to that question that answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Peress. It might. 

The Cuairman. Do you feel it might? 

Mr. Peress. I feel it might. 

The CuHairman. Do you feel if you were to tell us the truth as to 
where William worked that answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Peress. I feel it might. 

The Cuatrman. Again, while I don’t think I owe any duty to mem- 
bers of the Communist conspiracy, I do want to let you know what this 
committee intends to do, insofar as I, as chairman, can get them to 
do it, so you cannot claim you were entrapped or claim ignorance at 
some future proceedings. I intend to find out, obviously, what your 
two brothers are doing. If their occupation could in no way tend 
to incriminate you, I will ask that you be cited for contempt. I just 
want you to know that. I just want you to know that you Communists 
cannot play with the fifth amendment before this committee. 

Do you have any sisters? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuatrman. While Mr. Peress is consulting with his counsel, 
Mr. Adams, what I would like to have this afternoon is the name of 
the individual who has been in charge of Peress’ personnel file which 
we subpenaed. I would like to have him before us under oath on the 
question of the completeness of the file. 

I want to tell you, in view of the fact that we have always been 
laying our cards strictly on the table with you and with Mr. Stevens, 
that we have an inventory of the file at the time we subpenaed it, and 
we have compared that with the file as handed to us. So I will want 
the man who was in charge of this file, who answered the subpena and 
presented it—I want him here under oath to explain the discrepancy 
between the inventory which we received from another Government 
agency and the inventory as the file was handed to us. 

I assume that you might have some difficulty getting him in here 
this afternoon. If possible, I would like to have him this afternoon ; 
and if not, we will want to hear him in Washington next week. 

Mr. Pergss. I will decline to answer that under the fifth amendment. 

The CHarrmMan. You decline to answer whether you have any 
sisters ¢ 
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Mr. Perress. I thought you were back on the other point. No; I 
have no sisters. 

The Cuarrman. You have no sisters. Is your father living? 

Mr. Peress. Yes. 

The Cuamman. Is he working for the Government ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Peress. I decline to answer that question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuamrman. What is you father’s first name? 

Mr. Peress. On the last question, my father is not working at all. 

The Cuarrman. Your father is not working ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Peress, I realize this as a waste of the com- 
mittee’s time to ask you this question, except that we want the record 
complete. Can you tell us, can you shed any light at all on the ques- 
tion of why you were commissioned, why you were promoted, why 
you were given an honorable discharge after the public records dis- 
closed that you were a Communist Party leader; after the record 
shows as early as April of 1953 your commanding officer and the com- 
manding officer of the First Army joined in a recommendation to have 
you immediately separated after you refused to tell the Army whether 
you were a part of the Communist conspiracy ¢ 

As I say, I realize it is a waste of time asking you to answer the ques- 
tion, but I want to have the record complete. What is your answer? 

Mr. Prress. I really couldn’t make a question out of it. Would 
you repeat it ples ise ? 

The Cuatrman. No, it is not necessary. 

Mr. Perrss. What was the significance of April 1953 ? 

The CHarMan. May I say, for the benefit of your counsel, while 
this Fifth Amendment Communist may have been removed from the 
court martial jurisdiction of the Army, he has not been removed from 
the jurisdiction of our civil courts. I am referring the entire record 
in this case, both in executive session and in public session, together 
with the affidavits which he has signed, obviously false affidavits, 
to the Justice Department with the suggestion that this be submitted 
to a grand jury for criminal prosecution. 

I may say to counsel, as a courtesy to counsel, if you will keep in 
touch with the chief counsel of our committee, Mr. Roy Cohn, he will 
keep you informed as to the steps that we take in Mr. Peress’ case. 

Mr. Peress, you are not released from the subpena. You will con- 
sider yourself under subpena. 

Let me ask counsel, when we want this individual again would 
you prefer that we notify you, or would you prefer that the notice 
go directly to Peress? 

Mr. Fautkner. You may notify me. 

The CHarman. We try to give sufficient notice so that it can fit into 
your other work. 

I assume 4 or 5 days or a week’s time would be sufficient ? 

Mr. Fautkner. We are ready, willing, and able to testify at any 
time we are called upon. We came down here the last time without 
subpena, in executive session. 

The Cuarrman. Yes. You were ordered down by the Army. 

Mr. Fautxner. There was no order, Mr. Senator. 
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The CuairMan. We will not waste any time on that. 

You understand, Mr. Peress, you are under subpena. Your coun- 
sel will be notified when you are to return before the committee. 

This afternoon at 2:30, we will hear the Army, certain Army offi- 
cers, in executive session. 

Again, may I say that the legal counsel for the Army is invited to 
be present, if he cares to. 

Mr. FautKner. Are we requested to remain for the rest of the day? 

The Cuarrman. No. You will be notified when you are wanted 
again. 

(Whereupon, at 12: 15 p. m., the public hearing was recessed, subject 
to call.) 
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(On February 18, 1954, Brig. Gen. Ralph W. Zwicker, U. Army, testified 
in executive session during hearings held by the Senate Setdaneel Subcom- 
mittee on Investigations on Communist Infiltration in the Army. This tes- 
timony was made public on February 22, 1954, by the members of the subcom- 
mittee and follows below:) 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1954 


Untrep States SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
New York, N. ¥t 

The subcommittee met at 4:30 p. m., in executive session, in room 
110, Federal Building, New York, N. Y., Senator Joseph R. McCarthy 
(chairman) presiding. 

Present : Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin. 

Present also: Roy M. Cohn, chief counsel; Daniel G. Buckley, assist- 
ant counsel; Harold Rainville, administrative assistant to Senator 
Dirksen; Robert Jones, administrative assistant to Senator Potter; 
and James N. Juliana, investigator. 

The Cuarrman. General, would you raise your right hand and be 
sworn? In this matter now in heari ing before the committee, do you 
solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 


TESTIMONY OF BRIG. GEN. RALPH W. ZWICKER, UNITED STATES 
ARMY; ACCOMPANIED BY CAPT. W. J. WOODWARD, MEDICAL 
CORPS, UNITED STATES ARMY 


General Zwicker. I do. 

Before we start, there is no need for a medical officer to be in here. 

The Cuarrman. That is O. K. 

Mr. Coun. A man who is his own lawyer has a fool for a client, 
and it is the same thing with a man who tries to be his own doctor. 

General, could we have your full name? 

General Zwicker. Ralph W. Zwicker. 

Mr. Conn. General, to see if we can save a little time here, isn’t the 
situation this—by the way, you have been commanding officer at Kilmer 
since when? 

General Zwicker. Since the middle of July last year. 

Mr. Coun. Has the Peress case come to your attention since that 
time? I am not asking questions about it. 

General Zwicker. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. It has come to your attention and you have a familiarity 
with that case? 

General Zwicker. Yes. 

145 
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Mr. Coun. Now, general, would you like to be able to tell us exactly 
what happened in that case, and what ste ps you took and others took 
down at Kilmer to take action against Peress a long time before action 
was finally forced by the committee ? 

General Zwicker. That is a toughie. 

Mr. Conn. All I am asking you now is if you could, if you were at 
liberty to do so, would you like to be ina position to tell us that story ? 

General Zwicker. Well, may I say that if I were in a position to do 
so, I would be perfectly glad to give the committee any information 
that they desired. 

Mr. Coun. You certainly feel that that information would not 
reflect unfavorably on you; is that correct ? 

General Zwicker. Definitely not. 

Mr. Conn. And would not reflect unfavorably on a number of other 
people at Kilmer and the First Army ? 

General Zwicker. Definitely not. 

The Cyatrman. It would reflect unfavorably upon some of them, 
of course ? 

General Zwicker. That I can’t answer, sir. I don’t know. 

The Ciuarman. Well, you know that somebody has kept this man 
on, knowing he was a C ommunist, do you not? 

General Zwicker. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. You know that somebody has kept him on know- 
ing that he has refused to tell whether he was a Communist, do you 
not? 

General Zwicker. I am afraid that would come under the category 
of the Executive order, Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuatrman. What? 

General Zwicker. I am afraid an answer to that question would 
come under the category of the Presidential Executive order. 

The Cuatrrman. You will be ordered to answer the question. 

General Zwicker. Would you repeat the question, please ? 

Mr. Conn. Read it to the general. 

(The question referred to was read by the reporter.) 

General Zwicker. I respectfully decline to answer, Mr. Ch: airman, 
on the grounds of the directive, Presidential directive, which, in my 
interpretation, will not permit me to answer that question. 

The Cuatrman. You know that somebody signed or authorized an 
honorable discharge for this man, knowing that he was a fifth amend- 
ment Communist, do you not? 

General Zwicker. I know that an honorable discharge was signed 
for the man. 

The Cuarrman. The day the honorable discharge was signed, were 
you aware of the fact that he had appeared before our committee ? 

General Zwicker. I was. 

The Cramman. And had refused to answer certain questions? 

General Zwicker. No, sir, not specifically on answering any ques: 
tions. I knew that he had appeared before your committee. 

The Cuamman. Didn’t you read the news? 

General Zwicker. I read the news releases. 

The CHarrman. And the news releases were to the effect that he had 
refused to tell whether he was a Communist, and that there was evi- 
dence that he had attended Communist leadership schools. It was on 
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all the wire service stories, was it not? You knew generally what he 
was here for, did you not? 

General Zwicker. Yes; indeed. 

The Carman. And you knew generally that he had refused to tell 
whether he was a Communist, did you not ? 

General Zwicker. I don’t recall whether he refused to tell whether 
he was a Communist. 

The CuHarrman. Are you the commanding officer there? 

General Zwicker. I am the commanding general. 

The CuHarrman. When an officer appears before a committee and 
refuses to answer, would you not read that story rather carefully 4 

General Zwicker. I read the press releases. 

The Cuarrman. Then, General, you knew, did you not, that he 
appeared before the committee and refused, on the grounds of the 
fifth amendment, to tell about all of his Communist activities? You 
knew that, did you not? 

General Zwicker. I knew everything that was in the press. 

The CHairMAN. Don’t be coy W ith me, General. 

General Zwicker. I am not being coy, sir. 

The CHatrMANn. Did you have that general picture ? 

General Zwicker. I believe I remember reading in the paper that 
he had taken refuge in the fifth amendment to avoid answering 
questions before the committee. 

The CHarrman. About communism ? 

General Zwicker. I am not too certain about that. 

The Carman. Do you mean that you did not have enough interest 
in the case, General, the case of this major who was in your command, 
to get some idea of what questions he had refused to answer? Is that 
correct ¢ 

General Zwicker. I think that is not putting it quite right, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The Carman. You put it right, then. 

General Zwicker. I have great interest in all of the officers of my 
command, with whatever they do. 

The Cuatrman. Let’s stick to fifth-amendment Communists, now. 
Let’s stick to him. You told us you read the press releases. 

General Zwicker. I did. 

The CHArRMAN. But now you indicate that you did not know that he 
refused to tell about his Communist activities. Is that correct? 

General Zwicker. I know that he refused to answer questions for the 
committee. 

The CuHarman. Did you know that he refused to answer questions 
about his Communist activities ? 

General Zwicker. Specifically, I don’t believe so. 

The Cuarrman. Did you have any idea? 

General Zwicker. Of course I had an idea. 

The Cuairman. What do you think he was called down here for? 

General Zwicker. For that specific purpose. 

The CHarrkMAN. 2h you knew that those were the questions he was 
asked, did you not? General, let’s try and be truthful. I am going 
to keep you here as long as you keep hedging and hemming : 

General Zwicker. I am not hedging. 

The Cuarmman. Or hawing. 
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General Zwicker. I am not hawing, and I don’t like to have anyone 
impugn my honesty, which you just about did. 

The Cuamman. Either your honesty or your intelligence; I can’t 
help impugning one or the other, when you tell us that a major in your 
command who was known to you to have been before a Senate com- 
mittee, and of whom you read the press releases very carefully—to 
now have you sit here and tell us that you did not know whether he 
refused to answer questions about Communist activities. I had seen 
all the press releases, and they all dealt with that. So when you do 
that, General, if you will pardon me, I cannot help but question either 
your honesty or your intellligence, one or the other. I want to be 
frank with you on that. 

Now, is it your testimony now that at the time you read the stories 
about Major Peress, that you did not know that he had refused to 
answer questions before this committee about his Communist 
activities ¢ 

General Zwicker. I am sure I had that impression. 

The Cuairman. Did you also read the stories about my letter to 
Secretary of the Army Stevens in which I requested or, rather, sug- 
gested that this man be court-martialed, and that anyone that pro- 
tected him or covered up for him be court-martialed ? 

General Zwicker. Yes, sir. 

The Cnamman. That appeared in the papers on Sunday and Mon- 
day, right? 

General Zwicker. I don’t recall the exact date. 

The CHarrmMan. At least, it appeared before he got his honorable 
discharge? 

General Zwicker. I don’t know that that was true, either, 

The Cuarrman. In any event, you saw it in a current paper, did 
you? 

General Zwicker. I did. 

The Cuamman. You did not see the story later. So that at the 
time he was discharged, were you then aware of the fact that I had 
suggested a court-martial for him and for whoever got him special 
consideration ¢ 

General Zwicker. If the time jibes, I was. 

The Cuamman. Were you aware that he was being given a dis- 
charge on February 2? In other words, the day he was discharged, 
were you aware of it? 

General Zwicker. Yes; yes, sir. 

The Cuatrrman. Who ordered his discharge ? 

General Zwicker. The Department of the Army. 

The Cuarrman. Who in the Department? 

General Zwicker. That I can’t answer. 

Mr. Conn. That isn’t a security matter? 

General Zwicker. No. I don’t know. Excuse me. 

Mr. Coun. Who did you talk to? You talked to somebody? 

General Zwicker. No, I did not. 

Mr. Coun. How did you know he should be discharged ? 

General Zwicker. You also have a copy of this. I ‘don’t know why 
you asked me for it. This is the order under which he was discharged, 
a copy of that order. 

The Cuarrman. Just a minute. 

You are referring to an order of January 19. 
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General Zwicker. I am not sure, sir. Just a moment. 

The CuHatrMANn. January 18. Will you tell me whether or not you 
were at all concerned about the fact that this man was getting an 
honorable discharge after the chairman of the Senate Investigating 
Committee had suggested to the Department of the Army that he be 
court-martialed? Did that give you any concern ? 

General Zwicker. It may r have concerned me, but it could not have 
changed anything that was done in carrying out this order. 

The Cuairman. Did you take any steps to have him ret tained until 
the Secretary of the Army could decide whether he should be court- 
martialed ? 

General Zwicker. No, sir. 

The Cnamman. Did it occur to you that you should? 

General Zwicker. No, sir. 

The CHatrMan. Could you have taken such steps? 

General Zwicker. No, sir. 

The Cratrman. In other words, there is nothing you could have 
done; is that your statement ? 

General Zwicker. oe is my opinion. 

Mr. Rarnvittx. May I interrupt a minute? Doesn’t that order 
specifically state that this is subject to your check as to whether he 
is in good health and can be discharged ? 

General Zwicker. May I read it? 

Mr. Rarnvitte. I read the order. It isin there. 

General Zwicker. Paragraph 5 of this order states: 

Officer will not be separated prior to determination that he is physically quali- 
fied for separation by your headquarters. 

Mr. Rarnvitze. That is a decision that you must make? 

General Zwicker. Not me personally. My medical officers. 

Mr. Ratnvitie. But he would report to you. He would not make 
the decision without giving you, the commanding general, the order 
for final verification ? 

General Zwicker. It would not be necessary. If something were 
found wrong physically with the man, he would be retained. 

Mr. Rarnvitie. He would report to you? 

General Zwicker. No. He would be retained. 

Mr. Rarnvitie. It would be automatic, and you would not have to 
sign anything? 

‘General Zwicker. I would not personally, no. The medical officer 
would make such a report. 

Mr. Rarnvitie. But there was somebody in your outfit who could 
say, “This man can go out or can’t go out, » and that was the doctor? 

General Zwicker. He could not keep him in if he were physically 
qualified for separation. 

Mr. Rarnviie. But he could say he could not go out, so that there 
was discretion within that 90-day period. 

The CHarrman. Let me ask this question: If this man, after the 
order came up, after the order of the 18th came up, prior to his get- 
ting an honorable discharge, were guilty of some crime—let us say 
that he held up a bank or stole an automobile—and you heard of that 
the day before—let us say you heard of it the same day that you heard 
of my letter—could you then have taken steps to prevent his discharge, 
or would he have automatically been discharged ? 
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General Zwicker. I would have definitely taken steps to prevent 
discharge. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, if you found that he was guilty of 
improper conduct, conduct unbecoming an officer, we will say, then 
you would not have allowed the honorable discharge to go through, 
would you ? 

General Zwicker. If it were outside the directive of this order? 

The Cuatrrman. Well, yes, let us say it were outside the directive. 

General Zwicker. Then I certainly would never have discharged 
him until that part of the case—— 

The CuatrmMan. Let us say he went out and stole $50 the night 
before. 

General Zwicker. He wouldn’t have been discharged. 

The CuHatrmMan. Do you think stealing $50 is more serious than being 
a traitor to the country as ; part of the Communist conspiracy ¢ 

General Zwicker. That, sir, was not my decision. 

The Cuamman. You said if you learned that he stole $50, you would 
have prevented his discharge. You did learn something much more 
serious than that. You learned that he had refused to tell whether he 
was a Communist. You learned that the chairman of a Senate com- 
mittee suggested he be court-martialed. And you say if he had stolen 
$50 he would not have gotten the honorable discharge. But merely 
being a part of the Communist conspiracy, and the chairman of the 
committee asking that he be court-martisied, would not give you 
grounds for holding up his discharge. Is that correct ? 

General Zwicker. Under the terms of this letter, that is correct, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The Cuarrman. That letter says nothing about stealing $50, and it 
does not say anything about being a Communist. It does not say any- 
thing about his appearance before our committee. He appeared before 
our committee after that order was made out. 

Do you think you sound a bit ridiculous, General, when you say that 
for $50, you would prevent his being discharged, but for being a part 
of the conspiracy to destroy this country you could not prevent his 
discharge ? 

General Zwicker. I did not say that, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Let’s go over that. You did say if you found out 
he stole $50 the night before, he would not have gotten an honorable 
discharge the next morning? 

General Zwicker. That is correct. 

The Cuarrman. You did learn, did you not, from the newspaper 
reports, that this man was part of the Communist conspiracy, or at 
least that there was strong evidence that he was. Did you not think 
that was more serious than the theft of $50? 

General Zwicker. He has never been tried for that, sir, and there 
was evidence, Mr. Chairman 

The Cuarrman. Don’t you give me doubletalk. The $50 case, that 
he had stolen the night before, he has not been tried for th: at. 

General Zwicker. That is correct. He didn’t steal it yet. 

The Cuatrman. Would you wait until he was tried for stealing the 
$50 before you prevented his honorable discharge ? 

General Zwicker. Either tried or exonerated. 

The Cuarrman. You would hold up the discharge until he was tried 
or exonerated ? 
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General Zwicker. For stealing the $50; yes. 

The Cuarrman. But if you heard that this man was a traitor—in 
other words, instead of hearing that he had stolen $50 from the corner 
store, let us say you heard that he was a tr aitor, he belonged to the 
Communist conspiracy ; that a Senate committee had the sworn testi- 
mony to that effect. Then would you hold up his discharge until he 
was either exonerated or tried ? 

General Zwicker. I am not going to answer that question, I don’t 
believe, the way you want it, sir. 

The Cuamman., I just want you to tell me the truth. 

General Zwicker. On all of the evidence or anything that had been 
presented to me as Commanding General of Camp Kilmer, I had no 
authority to retain him in the service. 

The CuarrMAN. You say that if you had heard that he had stolen 
$50, then you could order him retained. But when you heard that he 
was part of the Communist conspiracy, that subsequent to the time the 
orders were issued a Senate committee took the evidence under oath 
that he was part of the conspiracy, you say that would not allow you 
to hold up his discharge? 

General Zwicker. I was never offic ially informed by anyone that he 
was part of the Communist ¢ onspiracy, Mr. Senator. 

The CHarrman. Well, let’s see now. You say you were never offi- 
cially informed ? 

General Zwicker. No. 

The Cuatrman. If you heard that he had stolen $50 from someone 
down the street, if you did not hear it officially, then could you hold 
up his discharge? Or is there same peculiar way you must hear it? 

General Zwicker. I believe so, yes, sir, until I was satisfied that he 
had or hadn’t, one way or the other. 

The Cuarrman. You would not need any official notification so far 
far as the 50 bucks is concerned ? 

General Zwicker. Yes. 

The CHarrmMan. But you say insofar as the Communist conspiracy 
is concerned, you need an official notification ? 

General Zwicker. Yes, sir; ; because I was acting on an official order, 
having precedence over that. 

The Cuarrman. How about the $50? If one of your men came in a 
half hour before he got his honorable discharge and said, “General, I 
just heard downtown from a police officer that this man broke into a 
store last night and stole $50,” you would not give him an honorable 
discharge until you had checked the case and found out whether that 
was true or not; would you? 

General Zwicker. I would expect the authorities from downtown to 
inform me of that or, let’s say, someone in a position to suspect that 
he did it. 

The CHammMan. Let’s say one of the trusted privates in your com- 
mand came in to you and said, “General, I was just downtown and I 
have evidence that Major Peress broke into a store and stole $50.” 
You would not discharge him until you had checked the facts, seen 
whether or not the private was telling the truth and seen whether or 
not he had stolen the $50? 

General Zwicker. No; I don’t believe I would. I would make a 
check, certainly, to check the story. 
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The CHatrman. Would you tell us, General, why $50 is so much 
more important to you than being part of the conspiracy to destroy a 
nation which you are sworn to defend ? 

General Zwicker. Mr. Chairman, it is not, and you know that as 
well as I do. 

The Cuarrman. I certainly do. That is why I cannot understand 
you sitting there, General, a General in the Army, and telling me that 
you could not, would not, hold up his discharge having received 
information 

General Zwicker. I could not hold up his discharge. 

The Cuatrman. Why could you not do it in the case of an allegation 
of membership in a Communist conspiracy, where you could if you 
merely heard some private’s word that he had stolen $50? 

General Zwicker. Because, Mr. Senator, any information that 
appeare ‘d in the press or any releases was well known to me and well 
known to plenty of other people long prior to the time that you ever 
called this man for investigation, and there were no facts or no alle- 
gations, nothing presented from the time that he appeared before your 
first investigation that was not apparent prior to that time. 

The Cuatmrman. In other words, as you sat here this morning and 
listened to the testimony you heard nothing new ? 

Mr. Conn. Nothing substantially new ? 

General Zwicker. I don’t believe so. 

The CHamman. So that all of these facts were known at the time 
he was ordered to receive an honorable discharge ? 

General Zwicker. I believe they are all on record; yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think, General, that anyone who is respon- 
sible for giving an honorable discharge to a man who has been named 
under oath as a member of the Communist conspiracy should himself 
be removed from the military ? 

General Zwicker. You are speaking of generalities now, and not 
on specifics—is that right, sir, not mentioning about any one par- 
ticular person ? 

The Pocvmaiai That is right. 

General Zwicker. I have no brief for that kind of person, and if 
there exists or has existed something in the system that permits that, 
I say that that is wrong. 

The Cuamman. I am not talking about the system. I am asking 
vou this question, General, a very simple question: Let us assume that 
John Jones, who is a major in the United States Army— 

General Zwicker. A what, sir? 

The CuHatrMan. Let us assume that John Jones is a major in the 
United States Army. Let us assume that there is sworn testimony 
to the effect that he 1s part of the Communist conspiracy, has attended 
Communist leadership schools. Let us assume that Maj. John Jones 
is under oath before a committee and says, “I cannot tell you the truth 
about these charges because, if I did, I fear that might tend to incrimi- 
nate me.” ‘Then let us say that General Smith was responsible for 
this man receiving an honorable discharge, knowing these facts. Do 
vou think that General Smith should be removed from the milit: ary, 
or do you think he should be kept on in it ? 

General Zwicker. He should be by all means kept if he were acting 
under competent orders to separate that man, 
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The Cuarrman. Let us say he is the man who signed the orders. 
Let us say General Smith is the man who originated the order. 

General Zwicker. Originated the order directing his separation? 

The CuatrmMan. Directing his honorable discharge. 

General Zwicker. Well, that is pretty hypothetical. 

The CHairMan. It is pretty real, General. 

General Zwicker. Sir, on one point, yes. I mean, on an individual, 
yes. But you know that there are thousands and thousands of people 
being separated daily from our Army. 

The Cuarrman. General, you understand my question—— 

General Zwicker. Maybe not. 

The Cuatrman. And you are going to answer it. 

General Zwicker. Repeat it. 

The Cuarrman. The reporter will repeat it. 

(The question referred to was read by the reporter.) 

General Zwicker. That is not a question oe me to decide, Senator. 

The CuHamman. You are ordered to answer it, General. You are 
an employee of the people. 

General Zwicker. Yes, sir. 

The Carman. You have a rather important job. I want to know 
how you feel about getting rid of Communists. 

General Zwicker. I am all for it. 

The CHarrman, All right. You will answer that question, unless 
you take the fifth amendment. I do not care how long we stay here, 
you are going to answer it. 

General Zwicker. Do you mean how I feel toward Communists? 

The CuHarrmMan. I mean exactly what I asked you, General; nothing 
else. And anyone with the brains of a 5-year-old child can understand 
that question. 

The reporter will read it to you as often as you need to hear it so that 
you can answer it, and then you will answer it. 

General Zwicker. Start it over, please. 

(The question was reread by the reporter.) 

General Zwicker. I do not think he should be removed from the 
military. 

The Cuarrman. Then, General, you should be removed from any 
command. Any man who has been given the honor of being promoted 
to general and who says, “I will protect another general who protected 
Communists,” is not fit to wear that uniform, General. I think it isa 
tremendous disgrace to the Army to have this sort of thing given to the 
public. I intend to give it to them. I have a duty to do that. I 
intend to repeat to the press exactly what you said. So you know 
that. You will be back here, General. 

Do you know who initiated the order for the honorable discharge 
of this major? 

General Zwicker. As a person, sir? 

The CuarrMan. Yes. 

General Zwicker. No, I do not. 

The CuarrMan. Have you tried to find out? 

General Zwicker. No, I have not. 

The Cuatrrman. Have you discussed that matter with Mr. Adams? 

General Zwicker. As a person, no, sir. 

The Cuatrman. How did you discuss it with him other than as a 
person ¢ 
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General Zwicker. I mean as an individual. This is a Department 
of the Army order. 

The Cuarrman. Have you tried to find out who is responsible? 

General Zwicker. Who signed this order? 

The Cuarrman. Who was responsible for the order? 

General Zwicker. No, sir; I have not. 

The Cuarrman. Are you curious? 

General Zwicker. Frankly, no. 

The Cuarrman. You were fully satisfied, then, when you got the 
order to give an honorable discharge to this Communist major? 

General Zwicker. I am sorry, sir? 

The CuHatrman. Read the question. 

(The question was read by the reporter.) 

General Zwicker. Yes, sir; I was. 

Mr. Conn. General, I have just one or two questions. 

The CuHarrman. Let me ask one question. 

In other words, you think it is proper to give an honorable dis- 
charge to a man known to be a Communist ? 

General Zwicker. No, I do not. 

The Cuatrman. Why do you think it is proper in this case? 

General Zwicker. Because I was ordered to do so. 

The Cuatmman. In other words, anything that you are ordered to 
do, you think is proper! 

General Zwicker. That is correct. Anything that I am ordered 
to do by higher authority, I must accept. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think that the higher authority would be 
guilty of improper conduct? 

General Zwicker. It is conceivable. 

The CuarMan. Do you think they are guilty of improper conduct 
here ¢ 

General Zwicker. I am not their judge, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Do you think to order the honorable discharge for 
a Communist major was improper conduct ? 

General Zwicker. I think it was improper procedure, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Do you think it is improper? 

Mr. Coun. General, I just want to ask you this: Peress was dis- 
charged on February 2, which was a Tuesday. 

General Zwicker. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. He appeared be fore the committee on Saturday. On 
Monday or Tuesday, did you speak to anybody in the Department of 
the Army in Washington, telephonically, about the Peress case? On 
Monday or Tuesday ¢ 

General Zwicker. Let me think a minute. 

It is possible that I called First Army to inform them that Peress 
had changed his mind and desired a discharge as soon as possible. 

Mr. Coun. Who would you have told in ‘the First Army? Who 
would you call? G-2, or General Burress? 

General Zwicker. I don’t think in that case I would call General 
Burress. 

Mr. Conn. General Seabree ? 

General Zwicker. No. It would have been G-1, or Deputy Chief 
of Staff. 

Mr. Coun. Who is that? 

General Zwicker. General Gurney. 
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Mr. Coun. You don’t remember which one it was? 

General Zwicker. I don’t recall that I called. 

Mr. Conn. Did you talk to Mr. Adams in those days? 

General Zwicker. No, sir. 

Mr. Conn. Did you ever talk to Mr. Adams before yesterday ? 
You recall whether or not you spoke to him. 

General Zwicker. I know Mr. Adams, yes. There was one call, 
but I think that came from a member of your committee, from Wash- 
ington, requesting that this man appear before your committee first. 

The Carman. You understand the question. Did you talk to 
Mr. Adams before yesterday ? 

General Zwicker. I don’t recall. I don’t believe so, sir. 

The Cuairman. Did you talk to anyone in Washington? 

General Zwicker. No, sir, about this case. 

The Cuatirman. Within the week preceding his discharge? 

General Zwicker. No, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you at any time ever object to this man being 
honorably discharged ? 

General Zwicker. I respectfully decline to answer that, 

The Cuarrman. You will be ordered to answer it. 

General Zwicker. That is on the grounds of this Executive order. 

The CiuatrmMan. You are ordered to answer. That is a personnel 
matter. 

General Zwicker. I shall still respectfully decline to answer it. 

The Cuatrrman. Did youever take any steps which would have aided 
him in continuing in the military after you knew that he was a Com- 
munist ¢ 

General Zwicker. That would have aided him in continuing, sir? 

The Cuatrman. Yes. 

General Zwicker. No. 

The Cuarrman. Did you ever do anything instrumental in his ob- 
taining his promotion after knowing that he was a fifth-amendment 
case ¢ 

General Zwicker. No, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Did you ever object to his being promoted ? 

General Zwicker. I had no opportunity to, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Did you ever enter any objection to the promotion 
of this man under your command? 

General Zwicker. I had no opportunity to do that. 

The CHarrman. You say you did not; is that correct? 

General Zwicker. That is correct. 

The Cuairman. And you refuse to tell us whether you objected to 
his obtaining an honorable discharge? 

General Zwicker. I don’t believe that is quite the way the question 
was phrased before. 

The Cuatrman. Well, answer it again, then. 

General Zwicker. I respectfully request that I not answer that 
question. 

The CuatrmMan. You will be ordered to answer. 

General Zwicker. Under the same authority as cited before, I can- 
not answer it. 

Mr. Coun. Did anybody on your staff, General—Colonel Brown or 
anyone in G-2—communicate with the Department of the Army on 
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: ebruary 1 or February 2? In other words, in connection with the 
ischarge ? 

"Ge sneral Zwicker. I don’t know, but I don’t believe so. 

Mr. Conn. To the best of your knowledge, no? 

General Zwicker. No. 

Mr. Coun. In other words, on January 18, 1954, you received a 
direction from the Secretary, signed by the Adjutant General, I as- 
sume that is General Bergin, telling you to give this man an honorable 
discharge from the Army at any practicable date, depending on his 
desire, but in no event later than 90 d: ys; that that was the order , and 
you had nothing from the order to change that order in view of his 
testimony before the committee; and therefore, when the man came in 
and wanted an honorable discharge, you felt under this order com- 
pelled to give it to him as a decision that had been made by the 
Adjutant General. Is that correct ? 

General Zwicker. That is correct. 

Mr. Conn. And you received no additional words from the Adju- 
tant General on February 1 or February 2, and before you gave the 
discharge you did not call and say, “In view of all of this, and his 
testimony on Saturday, and Sen: itor McCarthy’s request for a court- 
martial, this man is in here now, and is that all right?” You never 
made any such call? 

General Zwicker. No; I did not. 

Mr. Rarnvitte. General, I think at one place there you said he 
changed his request to an immediate discharge ¢ 

General Zwicker. That is correct. 

Mr. Rarnvitie. Then he had previously objected to the discharge 
or at least he wanted the full 90 days? 

General Zwicker. No, sir. He requested to be discharged on 
March 31, I think, which would make it 60 days from rec eipt, rather 
than the full 90. He did not ask for the full 90, but he asked for 
what amounted to 60 days, 2 months. 

Mr. Rartnvitie. Then he came in as soon as he testified, and asked 
for an immediate discharge and it was processed routinely ¢ 

General Zwicker. That is correct. 

Mr. Rarnvitite. But you never thought it necessary after he ap- 
peared before the committee or when he made that request to discuss 
his appearance before the committee with him ? 

General Zwicker. I am sorry. 

Mr. Rarnvitie. My question is this: After he appeared before the 
committee and he was still a member of your command, even though 
he was on separation, you didn’t ask him to come in and report what 
he testified to? 

General Zwicker. No, sir. 

Mr. Rarnvinie. And you didn’t think it was necessary when he 
came in and asked for an immediate discharge instead of 60 days to 
ask him what transpired so as to get some kind of an idea as to why 
he wanted it immediately, or why he is in a rush to get out now instead 
of taking the 60 days that he wanted before that ? 

General Zwicker. That was beyond my prerogative. I did not. 

Mr. Rarnvitie. As an officer of your command, certainly what we 
usually call the old man’s privilege there, prerogative, they may ask 
that sort of question, and so forth, so long as he is one of your com- 
mand. But you didn’t do it? 
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General Zwicker. No. He told me he wanted to be released and 
I said, “All right.” 

Mr. Jones. General, did the counsel of the Army advise you not to 
discuss the Peress case? 

General Zwicker. He did not. 

Mr. Jones. He did not advise you ? 

General Zwicker. No, sir. 

The Cuarmman. Who did advise you? 

General Zwicker. No one. 

The Cuairman. What did you and Mr. Adams talk about yester- 
day? 

General Zwicker. Mr. Adams and I talked about the various pro 
cedures of prior meetings such as this. He tried to indicate what I 
might expect. 

Mr. Jones. Did Mr. Adams advise anyone not to discuss the Peress 
case to this committee ? 

General Zwicker. 1am sorry. He did not advise me. 

Mr. Jones. I mean to your knowledge, did he advise any other 
person ¢ 

General Zwicker. To my knowledge he did not. 

Mr. Jones. General, what is your considered opinion of this order 
here forbidding you to assist this committee in exposing the Com- 
munist conspiracy in the Army ? 

General Zwicker. Sir, I cannot answer that, because it is signed by 
the President. The President says don’t do it and therefore I don’t. 

Mr. Jones. What is your considered opinion of that order? You 
see now, here is a perfectly good ex: unple of a Communist being pro- 
moted right in the ranks, all because of this Executive order here, in 
many respects, where we could not get at these things earlier. What 
is your considered opinion of an order of that nature ? 

General Zwicker. I won’t answer that, because I will not criticize 
my Commander in Chief. 

The CuarrmMan. General, you will return for a public session at 
10:30 Tuesday morning. 

General Zwicker. This coming Tuesday ? 

The Cuarrman. Yes. 

General Zwicker. Here? 

The CHarrMan. Yes. 

General Zwicker. At what time? 

The CHatrMan. 10:30. In the meantime, in accordance with the 
order which you claim forbids you the right to discuss this case, you 
will contact the proper authority who can give you permission to tell 
the committee the truth about the case before you appear Tuesday, 
and request permission to be allowed to tell us the truth above the—— 

General Zwicker. Sir, that is not my prerogative, either. 

The Cuarrman. You are ordered to do it. 

General Zwicker. I am sorry, sir, I will not do that. 

The Cuarrman. All right. 

General Zwicker. If you care to have me, I will cite certain other 
portions of this. 

The Cuarrman. You need cite nothing. You may step down. 

(Whereupon, at 5:15 p. m., the committee was recessed, subject to 
the call of the Chair.) 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 4, 1954 


Unitrep States SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITIEE ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Wash ington, BG, 
a. m., pursuant to notice, in room 
r, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy 


The subcommittee met at 10:45 
357 of the Senate Office Building 
(chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin; 
Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen, Republican, Illinois; Senator 
Charles E. Potter, Republican, Michigan; Senator John L. McClellan, 
Democrat, Arkansas; and Senator Henry M. Jackson, Democrat, 
Washington. 

Present also: Roy M. Cohn, Chief Counsel; Francis P. Carr, Execu- 
tive director, Robert Francis Kennedy, counsel to minority; Donald F. 
O'Donnel, assistant counsel; C. George Anastos, assistant counsel; 
Daniel G. Buckley, assistant counsel; Ruth Y. Watts, chief clerk. 

The CHarman. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Belsky, you have been sworn. The witness has requested no 
pictures be taken of him while he is testifying, so none will be taken 
while he is testifying. 


TESTIMONY OF DR. MARVIN SANFORD BELSKY (ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS COUNSEL, STANLEY FAULKNER, NEW YORK, N. Y.) 


Mr. Conn. May we get your full name, sir? 

Dr. Beusxy. Marvin Sanford Belsky. 

Mr. Conn. Where do you come from? 

Dr. Betsky. Where I am stationed, that is? 

Mr. Coun. Where are you stationed? 

Dr. Betsxky. Murphy Army Hospital, Waltham, Mass. 

Mr. Coun. You do the work of a doctor there ? 

Mr. Fautxnrr. This is awfully distracting with these cameras in 
front of us, and I am sure the witness can’t testify freely and fully 
this way. 

The CHarmman. If the lights bother the witness, don’t turn the 
lights on the witness. The television cameras will not take any pic- 
tures of the witness while he is testifying. 

You understand, Mr. Belsky, you are under oath? 

Dr. Brisky. Excuse me, may I make a request? It is Dr. Belsky 
and not Mr. Belsky. 

The CuairmMan. You understand that you are under oath? 

Dr. Beusxy. Yes, sir. Could I make a statement, Senator? 
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The Cuamman. You may make a statement. 

Dr. Betsxy. Mr. Senator, I have been served with a blank subpena. 
What is the subject matter under consideration by this committee, 
what am I accused of, and who has accused me? 

The Crrairman. The subject matter being investigated by the com- 
mittee at this particul: iv hearing is communism in the Army, com- 
munism in war plants, and communism in anything related to our 
defense effort or in any part of the Government. 

You asked what you are accused of, and I am not sure if the word 
"act used” is correct or not, but the information we have, since you have 
asked, is that you are an active member of the Communist conspiracy. 
You are here today because you are a doctor in a hospital which 

ervices patients from the L incoln project which is a top, most secret 
radar project we have in this country. I believe that will cover it. 
Dr BELSKY. Senator, I also—— 

The ‘HAIRMAN. Just a moment, please. 

I — Senator Dirksen has made a good point here that the record 
hould be clear that one of the reasons you are here is because you 
are in a position to constantly contact patients who have been working 
on not me rely secret, but top secret radar work at the Lincoln project. 

Senator McClellan. 

Dr. Bersxky. I would like to raise a question. 

Senator McCriei.an. I would like to make this observation for the 
record, and I think the record should be very clear, that you are not 
accused of any offense. You are here as a witness to give information 

that this committee deems necessary to help it perform it s functions. 

Dr. Beitsxy. I would like to raise one jurisdictional question. 

The Cuarrman. You may. 

Dr. Betsxy. Under article 2, section II, of the United States Con 
stitution, I am, as a soldier, only under the jurisdiction of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, who is the Commander in Chief of the 
Army, and this committee has no jurisdiction over me. 

The Cuatrman. I may say, yesterday the President made a state- 
ment with which I] heartily agree, and that is that every person in the 
military or any other branch of the Government should willingly and 


cheerfully testify and oive facts SO long as thei ir testimony will noi 
endanger the security of the United States. 
I may say that that is, I think, a — forward from what we have 


been witnessing for some time in the past 

Just so that there is no question, you have aon no orders either 
from the Commander in Chief, Mr. Eisenhower, or from your com 
manding officer, not to testify, have you? 

Dr. Betsxy. No. 

The CHarrMan. So that, as far as you are concerned, as of today, 
you are free to testify unless, of course, you invoke the fifth amend- 
ment ¢ 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsxy. As free as I can possibly be. 

The CuatrmMan. I may say, that in this case the Army has been 
extremely cooperative. We had some trouble locating the witness, 
and they helped us; they made no objection to your being called 
whatsoever. 

Mr. Cohn. 
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Mr. Coun. Now, have you been doing this work at the Murphy 
General Hospital since May of 1953? 

Dr. Betsky. What work? 

Mr. Conn. Are you stationed at Murphy General Hospital? 

Dr. Betsxy. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Do you perform medical services there ? 

Dr. Betsky. Some. 

Mr. Coun. Do you interview any of the patients there? 

Dr. Betsxy. As part of my medical duties. 

Mr. Coun. Now, have you been doing that work since May of 1953? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. Except for the time I was out sick. 

Mr. Conn. Except for the time you have been out sick, you _ 
been doing that work since May of 1953. Have you at all times sinc 
May of 1953 been a member of the Communist Party? 

Dr. Berskxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, and that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Conn. For the bene fit of Senator Dirksen, we should show for 
the record that counsel is Stanley Faulkner, of the New York bar. 

The Cuarmman. I think chat we have your address and everything. 
We got that in the Peress case. 

I may say for the benefit of the Senators, this is the same young 
man who appeared and represented Mr. Peress. 

Mr. Fautkner. It was Dr. Peress, Mr. Senator. 

The Cuartrman. Dr. or Major Peress. 

Mr. Conn. Did you tell us whether or not you are a member of the 
varty today ? 

Dr. Betsxy. I respect fully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States that my answer may tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Conn. Since May of 1953, up until the present time, have you 
attempted to recruit people with whom you came in contact at the 
hospital into the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Betsy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment, that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

The CHarrMan. There is one thing that puzzles me a bit, Doctor. 
I understood from a statement made yesterday th: at any doctor who 
was drafted was entitled to a commission automatically. I find that 
you are a private doing the work of a doctor. Can you explain why 
you were not commissioned ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsxy. I was drafted as a private. 

Senator Porrer. You were drafted under the Doctors Draft Act? 

Dr. Betsxy. No. 

The CuatrMan. Just a second now; you applied for a commission 
when you were drafted, did you not ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Bretsxy. I was subject to the general draft law because I was 
under age. 

The Cuatrman. Did you hear the question? 

Dr. Betsky. Would you please repeat it? 
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The CHairman. I don’t want to browbeat you, but I would like to 
have your answer. The question is: Did you apply for a commission / 

Dr. Betsy. Yes; I applied for a commission. 

The Cuarrman. That is a very simple question. Just try and listen 
to the question, will you, and answer it. Why were you denied a 
commission ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. I received notice that my forms were not properly 
completed, and that notice was received after I had been drafted as a 
private. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, you did not answer the questions 
about your Communist background; therefore, you were denied 
commission ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsxy. They never told me why I didn’t properly complete 
the form. 

The Cuatmrman. Well now, you have no idea why you were denied a 
commission ? 

(The witness consulted with his ec ounse ].) 

Dr. Betsxy. I couldn’t venture on giving you an opinion. 

The Cuarrman. I just want to know whether you have an idea why 
you were denied a commission ? 

Dr. Betsky. I couldn’t venture to give you any idea why I was 
denied. 

The Cuarrman. Have you any idea. I am not asking you whether 
you venture, I am just asking you whether you have any idea why you 
were denied a commission. The record shows you were denied it 
because you were a Communist and because you refused to answer 
questions about your Communist activities. 

Dr. Bersxy. No; I have no idea. 

The CuatrmMan. Do you know that? 

Dr. Betsxy. I have no idea why. 

The Cuarman. You had no knowledge of that ? 

Dr. Betsxy. Not to my knowledge. 

Senator Jackson. Is that a truthful answer? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. I was advised by the Army officially that my form was 
never properly completed, and as far as the official word, what actually 
the official word was, I was never actually advised why my forms 
were never properly completed. 

Senator Jackson. I am not asking you for an official word. You 
are a doctor; you are a well-educated man. You certainly can tell 
this committee truthfully why you were denied a commission, in your 
opinion. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Breusxy. As far as I know, the Army never actually told me 
why I was denied a commission except my forms were not properly 
completed. 

Senator Jackson. And you weren’t very much interested in your not 
getting acommission. You would rather be in the service as a private 
than as a commissioned officer ? 

(The witness consulted with this counsel. ) 

Dr. Beisxy. I inquired why I was denied a commission ; they never 
told me; no one in the Army told me. 
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Senator Jackson. You haven’t the remotest idea why you were 
denied a commission / 

(The witness consulted with this counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsky. It could be many reasons. 

Senator Porrer. How did you answer the question as to whether 
you belonged to an organization that believed in the overthrow of 
our Government by force and violence ¢ 

Dr. Beusxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment, in that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me, 

Senator Porrer. Is that the answer you put on your application / 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment, in that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

The CHatrMan. The witness will be ordered to answer. 

Senator Potter has asked you a question covering a matter which is 
of record and you have no fifth amendment privilege there. You 
will be ordered to answer. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. Would you repeat the question, please, Senator / 

Senator Porrer. How did you answer the form, the question on the 
form, military form, as to whether you belonged to an organizatioa 
that believed in the overthrow of our Government by force and 
violence ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. There were several quest ions on that, and I have to see 
the form in order to be able to answer. 

Senator Porrer. You know how you answered that question, don't 
you! 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. Can you show me the form ! 

Senator Porrer. We have the form. 

Dr. Betsxky. Can you show it to me? 

Senator Porrer. You answer the question. 

Dr. Betsky. Can you show me the form / 

Senator Porrer. | am asking you the question, and you certainly 
know how you answered that question. 

The CHarrMAN,. Itisa simple question. Senator Potter asks you if 
you know how you answered that question. 

Mr. Fautkner. Mr. Senator - 

The CuHatrMAn. We will not hear from counsel, we will only hear 
from the witness. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Bersky. There were specific questions on the form. And as far 
as I recall the way Senator Potter asked the question, I don’t know 
if that was the specific question on the form. If I could see the form, 
then I would be able to answer. 

Senator Porrer. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time you filled out the form ? 

Dr. Bersky. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Porrer. How would you answer that question today? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 
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Dr. Beisky. I am answering it today. 

Senator Porrer. What is your answer? 

Dr. Beusky. What I just said. 

Senator Porrrr. I am asking you what you said. 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Jackson. You would not want to convey the impression 
to this committee or the American public that you do not know why 
you were denied a commission. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Beisxy. That is an Army policy and the Army never told me 
why [ was denied a commission. 

Senator Jackson. I mean you have friends that are doctors, and 
[ suppose you tell them that the fact that you are a private and they 
are commissioned is a matter of very little importance to you, and 
you have not the remotest idea why you are a private and why they 
are commissioned officers in the Army as medical doctors. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. I object to the question in that it calls for an operation 
of my mind. 

Senator Jackson. An operation of your mind? 

Dr. Betsxy. And a question of belief. 

Senator Jackson. How would you operate on your mind? 

Dr. Betsxy. It is a question of belief. 

Senator Jackson. I did not ask you a question of belief. I just 
asked you a reasonable question, that a reasonable person would ask. 
If a friend of yours came along who was a doctor, and he was com- 
missioned, and he said, “Dr. Bels ‘ky, how come you are a private in- 
stead of a commissioned officer?” What kind of an answer do you 
give them? Is that an unreasonable question, and is it unusual, and 
is that hurting your mind, and is that inquiring into your beliefs? 

The Cuarrman. May I say, Senator Jackson, I wish you would re- 
frain from browbeating this witness. 

Senator Jackson. Mr. Chairman, perhaps the rest of us have that 
license. 

(The witness consulted ne his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. I am not in a position to answer that question, why 
I was denied a commission, and the Army knows, and that answer 
can come from the Army. 

Senator Jackson. Did you not give any thought to it yourself? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Bersky. Yes; I thought about it. 

Senator Jackson. What thought came to you as to why you were 
not commissioned ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. That is an inquiry into my thoughts. 

Senator JAcKsoN. a other words, if a friend of yours—Doctor, let 
me ask you this: If a friend of yours and one of your classmates, 
asked you why you were not commissioned as a doctor, you tell them 
that they should not ask you that question, that you are going to rely 
on the fifth amendment. Is that what you tell them? 

Dr. Betsxy. That they should ask the Army. 
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Senator Jackson. You tell them they ought to ask the Army, and 
you think that they would be well satisfied with that answer? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Bersxy. I can’t say whether they would be satisfied with it or 
not. 

Senator Jackson. What do you tell your friends? Is that what 
you tell them, to ask the Army 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Beusxy. I decline to answer what I tell my friends in that my 
answer as to what I tell my friends might tend to incriminate me under 
the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 

Senator Jackson. You tell your friends in the medical profession, 
when they converse with you on subjects such as this, you immediately 
raise to them the fifth amendment? ‘Tell me, what is their respoteee 
to you when you raise the fifth amendment in your personal conversa 
tions with them? 

Dr. Betsxy. I don’t raise the fifth amendment. 

Senator Jackson. You do not raise the fifth amendment; what do 
you tell them ¢ 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. Well, that is a personal matter, and I raise the ques- 
tion of my conversations with my friends, as an inquiry into my be- 
liefs, and on that ground I respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion under the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuamman. At this point, may I ask if the Army is represented 
here? Is the Army represented he re? Is Mr. Berry here? For the 
record, this record will be transmitted to the Army, since they are 
not represented here. The thing that puzzles me very much is the 
difference in the treatment of four different Communists who were 
before this committee. We had Peress before us, a fifth-amendment 
Communist, and he was commissioned a major, honorably discharged. 
Winfield was before us, a Communist, and he is being kept i in the serv- 
ice. Belsky, a Communist, was put in a hospital treating patients 
who are handling the most sensitive work and not given a commission 
and not discharged. Rubenstein, who used to be a Communist, a very 
frank young man, and very helpful to the committee, and he left the 
party 6 years ago, and he was given a discharge less than honorable. 

The four cases we have had here so far have all been treated in com- 
pletely different fashion. Iam very disap pouited that the Army does 
not have a represent: itive here to liste nto this testimony, and a copy 
will be transmitted to the Army. 

Mr. Reporter, make sure that a copy is sent directly to Mr. Stevens. 

Mr. Coun. Now, Dr. Belsky, while stationed at Murphy General 
Hospital, have you been attending cell meetings of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Dr. Bersxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under the 
protection of the fifth amendment in that my answer might tend to 
incriminate me. 

Mr. Conn. Have you attended cell meetings of the Communist 
Party with a personnel, civilian and military, stationed at the 
Murphy General Hospital ¢ 
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Dr. Brrsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment in that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

The Cuatrman. May I ask counsel, have you established, Mr. Cohn, 
through the investigators, that Murphy General Hospital treats pa- 
tients who, in turn, work on the Lincoln project, which, in turn, is one 
of our topmost secret radar projects? 

Mr. Conn. Yes; specifically the large number of patients of the 
hospital from Lincoln project come from the ‘ambridge Research 
Center, which is a part of the Lincoln project. 

Now, have you attended a Communist Party cell meeting within the 
last week ? 

Dr. Breisxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
protection of the fifth amendment in that my answer might tend 
to Incriminate me. 

Mr. Conn. Have you, within the last week, attempted to recruit 
any personnel at Murphy: General Hospital into the Communist 
Party ¢ 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment in that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Conn. Have you collected Communist Party dues from mili 
tary and civilian personnel with whom you have come in contact at 
your present assignment ¢ 

Dr. Brusxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Coun. Have you been in contact with functionaries of the 
Communist Party at least twice a month, since you have been stationed 
at the Murphy General Hospital ? 

Dr. Bretsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Mr. Coun. Are functionaries of the Communist P arty in the Boston 
area giving you assignments to carry out for the Communist Party / 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment in that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Conn. Do you use a name other than your real name in the 
Communist Party cell to which you belong ? 

Dr. Beisxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment in that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Conn. Now, before you entered the service, you resided 
New York City; is that correct ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Bersxy. Yes; that is correct. 

Mr. Coun. When you were sent to Murphy General Hospital and 
stationed there, was your Communist Party registration transferred 
from New York to Boston? 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline—— 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 
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Dr. Betsxy. Is that a statement or a question ? 

Mr. Conn. That is a question. 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment in that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Coun. Have you reported to your superiors in the Communist 
Party that you have recruited three people into the party since 
stationed at Murphy General Hospital? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Beusxy. Is that a statement or a question ¢ 

The CuatrMan. Answer the question. 

Mr. Coun. Have you reported 4 

Dr. Bretsxy. I respect fully decline to answer that question under 
the protection of the fifth amendment in that my answer might tend 
to incriminate me. 

Mr. Conn. I have nothing further. 

Senator Dirksen. How old are you now? I beg your pardon, Dr. 
Belsky. 

Dr. Beutsky. I was 25 in August, last August. 

Senator Dirksen. And where did you have your medical training? 

Dr. Beisky. New York University Medical School, Bellevue. 

Senator Dirksen. Where did you complete your intern work? 

Dr. Bersky. Beth Israel Hospital in New York City. 

Senator Dirksen. And you have actually been a practicing physi- 
cian how long? 

Dr. Betsxy. In the lay term of practice, after your internship, you 
can go on to other and more training and so I actually didn’t go into 
what would be e: alled practice. 

Senator Dirksen. Were you in private practice before you entered 
the Army ¢ 

Dr. Beitsxy. No; I was not. 

Senator Dirksen. You were doing intern work, I take it? 

Dr. Breusky. No; I had already gone into a residence y. 

Senator Dirksen. And it was from there that you went into the 
Army ? 

Dr. Betsxy. That is correct. 

Senator Dirksen. You mentioned a moment ago that you did make 
an application for a commission in the Army. 

Dr. Betsxy. That is correct. 

Senator Dirksen. I assume you did that on your own volition, did 
you not; voluntarily sought a commission in the Army ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. When I received notice of the date I was to be drafted, 
I made application for a commission. 

Senator Dirksen. You did not make application before that time? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. Not that I recall. 

Senator Dirksen. Now, then, to make that application, of course 
you had to file the form that has been discussed here ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Brtsxy. There were many forms, and I don’t know actually 
what form you are referring to. 

Senator Dirksen. Let us see if we can get at it this way, without 
the form actually being before me. Did you in any one of the blank 
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spaces on the form in response to any question regardless of what it 
may have been, write down Federal constitutional privilege? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. A form may have noted that I could use my constitu- 
tional privilege, and since a particular form as far as I recall did note 
that I could use my privilege, I may have used my privilege, but I 
can’t recall to what question I used my privilege unless I can see the 
form and identify the particular question. 

Senator Dirksen. I was thinking only of a question of fact. Now, 
there were many questions, and I think that you are well within your 
right not to make any specific answers to a question unless the question 
on the form is before us. But it would be a question of fact whether 
you wrote on any form, regardless of what it was, the Federal consti- 
tutional privilege and you would no doubt have a recollection as to 
whether you did write that on the form in response to any question, 
whatever it may have been. Do you recall that you wrote that on any 
form that was submitted to you? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. Yes, I recall that I may have answered, “Federal con- 
stitutional privilege claimed,” as a particular form may have indi- 
cated that I had that right to use that privilege. I don’t recall actu- 
ally to what particular question I had used that Federal constitutional 
privilege. 

Senator Dirksen. Now, this question involves wholly a matter of 
your opinion, and you do not have to answer it if you do not desire, 
but do you think that answer, assuming that you did write that on 
the form, may have had something to do with your failure to obtain a 
commission in the Medical Corps of the Army? It is wholly a matter 
of opinion. 

Dr. Betskxy. It calls for an opinion which I would rather not answer. 

Senator Dirksen. You would prefer not to express an opinion ? 

Dr. Bersky. That is right. 

Senator Dirksen. What was your first assignment when you were 
inducted into the service? Were you assigned to medical duties, or 
sanitary duties at once? 

Dr. Bersxy. I went to Camp Kilmer, an induction center, during 
which time I fed oil burners, and I kept oil burners going, and I was 
on KP 2 or 3 times, from which I then went to Camp Pickett for my 
basic training where I took basic training as Infantry soldier during 
which time I did the routine basic training and marching and classes 
and doing no medical duties as far as I recall, at this particular time. 
It was KP and doing duties that any other private would do in the 
Army. At the end of my 8-week basic Infantry training course, I was 
then sent to Murphy Army Hospital in Waltham, Mass. 

Senator Dirksen. How did you report when you got to Murphy 
General Hospital, and did you report to the supervising medical 
officer ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. Well, with reference to this question, I can’t during the 
past 2 weeks understand or know whether I am permitted to answer 
questions about other Army personnel without having received a di- 
rect order or direct permission with reference to that from either 
Secretary of the Army Stevens or counsel or Adams. 
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Senator Dirksen. The only purpose of the question was to ascer- 
tain who assigned you to medical duties. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

The CHarrMAN. You will be ordered to answer that question. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Bretsxy. I was told what my duties would be by the personnel, 
the person in charge of personnel, at Murphy Army Hospital. 

The Cuamrman. Was that an officer or an enlisted man or a non- 
commissioned officer ¢ 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. He was a major, a commissioned major. 

Senator Dirksen. Do you perform all of the duties that a physician 
would normally perform at Murphy General Hospital ¢ 

Dr. Betsxy. No; I don't. 

Senator Dirksen. Can you describe for the committee what the lim- 
itations are on your duties, and do you do infirmary duties, applying 
iodine and administering aspirin, and do you do any surgical work, 
any diagnostician work ¢ 

Dr. Betsky. I am in the outpatient department which is as you de- 
scribe, dispensary or infirmary work. However, I have not been per- 
mitted to be on ward duty, in terms of sitting in on boards and medical 
discharge boards, or any kind of board duties. 

Senator Dirksen. But, generally, you do perform most of the du- 
ties that a physician would normally perform in the Army, do you 
not, except for that ¢ 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. Well, there are some limitations, and it is hard to de- 
scribe, but there are in terms of medical duties. 

Senator Dirksen. I did not hear you. 

Dr. Betsxy. There are some limitations and it is hard to describe, 
and I also do other work as any other private or enlisted man there 
would do, and I am in the barracks with the enlisted men, and I eat 
with the enlisted men and I do latrine duty. A GI party comes along, 
and I doas any other enlisted man would do. 

Senator Dirksen. Dr. Belsky, how many people would you nor- 
mally see in the course of a day 4 

Dr. Betsxy. Twenty or thirty, and I haven’t been doing medical 
work for the last month, but when I was doing medical work in the 
outpatient department, or the infirmary, I would see 20 or 30. 

Senator Dirksen. Those would be all either GI’s or noncommis- 
sioned officers ? 

(The witness consulted with his attorney. ) 

Dr. Beisxy. I saw Army personnel and civilian dependents. 

Senator Dirksen. And civilians, also? 

‘ Dr. Betsxy. And civilian dependents. 

Senator Dirksen. So that when they come for administrations from 
you, you do have an opportunity to talk to 20 or 30 people in the course 
of a day ? 

Dr. Betsky. Not much. It is a very, very hectic day, and I devel- 
oped an ulcer in the outpatient department. 

Senator Dirksen. As a matter of fact, for a normal day, 20 or 30 
patients is not too many, if they come in with headaches and stuff i 
fingers and that sort of thing and you could cert: uinly see 20 or 30 om 


ple: a day. 
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Dr. Betsxy. Maybe, I didn’t actually keep count, but I know it is 
very hectic. 

Senator Dirksen. When a GI comes in, for instance, and complains 
about an ache in his head, you make some little diagnosis, I suppose, 
and you try to determine what has happened to him, and then you ad- 
minister something, do you not ? 

Dr. Betsxy. That is correct. 

Senator Dirksen. Aspirin or you paint his finger with iodine or 
whatever they do, and that is what they used to do when I went to 
the infirmary as a GI a long time ago. Well, it does give you an 
op —— to talk to GI's, and civilians, when you are diagnosing 
their particular difficulty. That is correct, is it not? 

Dr. Beisky. I have an opportunity to speak to them about medical 
subjects, 

Senator Dirksen. Could you not speak to them about the weather, 
for instance ? 

Dr. Bersky. Sure, I could. 

Senator Dirksen. You could speak to them about many things, 
could you not ¢ 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. Sure, I could speak to them about many things. 

Senator Dirksen. x yw, if it were, in your opinion, and I do not 

ay it is, because after all you are just a witness before the committee 
and we are endeavoring to elicit a little information, if a person in 
your particular position wanted to talk to a GI, or a eitila. about 
some ideological matter, let us say for instance, general subject of 
security, or loyalty, or even about communism, you would have an 
Op} ortunity to t alk to them, would you not ¢ 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. The same opportunity anyone has to talk, and people 
talk all day long. 

Senator Dirksen. But Iam talking about you. You would have an 
opportunity to talk with them, and there would be no limit on the 
range of your conversation, with somebody who is sitting in the chair, 
probably in pain, seeking your administrations, and you could talk to 
them, could you not! 

Dr. Betsky. Sure, I could. 

Senator Dirksen. Now, do you agree with this general premise, and 
this is a matter of opinion, that when a man comes in and he is in 
pain, that he becomes very responsive to suggestions, does he not ? 

Dr. Betsxy. That calls for opinion. 

Senator Dirksen. Well, as a doctor, certainly, you ought to know. 
I just assumed that every doctor has some knowledge of elementary 
psychology and would know that when a patient sits there before him 
and seeks to have his pain assuaged, that he is very responsive to what 
the doctor says. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. I am an internist and not a psychiatrist. 

Senator Dirxsen. I did not get your response, Dr. Belsky. 

Dr. Betsxy. I am an internist and not a psychiatrist, and I am 
interested in internal medicine. 

The Cuarrman. What is the question ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 
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Dr. BetsKxy. I can’t answer that because it depends upon opinion 
and upon the individual, what kind of pain he is in, and who the indi- 
vidual is, and the surroundings and who is with him and many many 
factors, and so I certainly cannot venture an opinion on that. 

Senator Dirxsen. If I were in your position, Dr. Belsky, and I 
wanted to persuade some patient about a theory in the whole domain 
of relativity, there would be no better time than to have him there in 
a chair when he is holding his hand up and nursing some pain and he 
becomes an easy person for suggestions, does he not ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Beisxy. He might. 

Senator Dirksen. You would not know ? 

Dr. Bretsky. It depends on many individual factors, as I said be- 
fore, and I think that many doctors can point that out, that many 
individuals have different responses to pain and responses to sedation 
and responses to comforts and surroundings. 

Senator Dirxsen. If you were attending a meeting of the New 
York Medical Society and one of your professional brethren asked 
you that question, would you give him the same response that you are 
giving me this morning? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. They would not ask me, and I am not really qualified 
to answer. 

Senator Dirksen. Well, the point I make, Dr. Belsky, and I seek 
not to be invidious and we do seek to treat you fairly, but you have 
had an education and you are a doctor and people who are in pain 
and who are subject to ills of the flesh become very, very responsive 
indeed to suggestions of doctors, and the law infers a very confiden- 
tial relationship between doctor and client, and the doctor when he is 
on the stand can take refuge in that fact. 

Now, I simply make the point that you were in a position when 
these people came to see you, whether civilian or GI, and you had a 
desire, and I do not say that you did, but if you had a desire to per- 
suade them to some line of thinking, or some belief like communism, 
you were in an excellent position to do so. You understand I did 
not say you did, but the facts will have to speak for themselves. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Senator Dirksen. Do you agree? 

Dr. Betsxy. Is that a question? 

Senator Dirxsen. Yes. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Senator Dirksen. That a person in your position is in an extraor- 
dinarily good position to persuade the mind of a person who comes 
in for treatment ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. It is a matter of opinion and I really can’t answer 
that. 

Senator Dirxsen. This is a matter of opinion, but if you could 
select any spot in the Army where you would try to promote some 
ideological idea, or thinking, can you think of any better place than 
to be a doctor in the Army where you can talk to people every day ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. Well, a captain of the guardhouse also speaks to 
people. 
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Senator Dirksen. But it is quite evident, Dr. Belsky, that you do 
not want to be responsive to the committee : and I do not accuse or do 
not make a charge or do not scold you about it, and I simply say that 
in my judgment you are in a very sensitive spot in the Army of the 
United States, on which we depend in large part for security. A per- 
son with training and with knowledge and with your kind of back- 
ground, could persuade people to a course of action if he were so 
disposed. 

If you were disposed that way, and if the record should indicate 
that you have had some identity with the Communist Party, or a Com- 
munist organization, or if the record should disclose, and I do not say 
that it does unless I firmly know, that you were a card-carrying mem- 
ber of the party, you would be ina position to do some damage by per- 
suading the minds of people who come in to see you. That “would be 
particularly so if you were in a spot that was supersensitive and by 
that I mean young men who are working on highly confidential in- 
stallations and materials and research work and so forth. 

Now, I have one other question and then I am through. You are 
in a position by means of questions if somebody in your judgment had 
confidential information, of asking them questions at the very time 
when you were administering to their physical needs and it is easier 
then than it otherwise would be to probably get someone to drop his 
guard a little, and develop some information that should not have 
been developed. 

Do you agree with that or not? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. It is within the realm of possibility. It is within the 
realm of possibility. 

Senator Dirksen. What is the answer? 

Dr. Betsxy. Thank you for your generous response. 

The Cuarrman. Do you administer drugs to your patients, such as 
morphine? 

Dr. Betsxy. No. Up where I have been stationed, I have never, 
as far as I recall, administered any narcotics, as far as I recall. 

The Cuamrman. Have you ever discussed any Government secret 
work with any member of the Communist Party ? 

Dr. Betsy. I respectfully decline to answer that ue on the 
protection of the fifth amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

The CuarrMan. Your patients deal with top secret radar work, and 
did you ever get information from any of your patients and pass that 
information on to a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsxy. What is that question ? 

The Cuatrman. Will you read the question ? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested. ) 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. No. 

The Cuarrman. Did you ever discuss any material having to do 
with radar with members of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 

the protection of the fifth amendment, in that my answer might tend 


to incriminate me. 
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The Cuarrman. Are you a member of the Communist conspiracy as 
of this moment? f 

Dr. Betsky. I respectfully decline to answer that question under the 
protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. Have you attended meetings where Communist 
speakers have advocated the destruction of the Constitution, ine luding 
-_ a amendment ? 

*, Bexsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
ee qenlailion of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuamrman. Do you agree with the Communist Party teaching 
that this Constitution, upon which you are relying today, should be de- 
stroyed and done away with? Or do you disagree with the Communist 
Party on that? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. } 

Dr. Betsky. That calls for the operation of my mind, and I think it 
is an inquiry into my mind. 

The Cuarrman. Well, we will call for the operation of that mind, 
then, and you are relying upon the fifth amendment to the Constitu- 
tion. I am asking you a simple question, whether or not you agree 
with the Communist conspiracy that the entire Constitution should be 
destroyed, including the fifth amendment upon which you are relying 
today. Even though that m: Ly call for the operation of your mind, 
you are ordered to answer the question. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. I don’t know whether the Communist conspiracy ad- 
rocates that or not. 

The Cuarrman. You don’t know. 

Dr. Beisxy. No. 

The Cuarrman. Have you attended the meetings where that was 
advocated ? 

Dr. Brersky. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

The Cuarrman. Do you feel our system is better than the Com- 
munist system ¢ 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr, seLSKY. It calls for an inquiry into my thoughts. 

The CuarrMan. You are ordered to answer the question. Your 
thoughts are rather import: int, Mister, when you are dealing—— 

Dr. Bersxy. It is “Dr. Belsky.’ 

The CuHairnman. When you are dealing with young men each day, 
who in turn are dealing with our top secret radar material. If your 
thoughts are Communist thoughts, we want to know that. So you are 
ordered to answer that question. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question about 
my thoughts, under the protection of the fifth amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, and the first. amendment, which 
prohibits inquiry or restriction of political belief, in that the answer 


might tend to incriminate me. 
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The CuarrmMan. Do you believe in the forcible overthrow of this 
Government, if there cannot be imposed a Communist government 
by peaceful means? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsxy. Would you repeat the question, please, Senator ? 

The CuarrmMan, Will you read the question ? 

(The reporter read from his notes as requested.) 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsxy. I don’t believe in the use of force and violence. 

The CratrMan. You do not? 

Dr. Betskxy. I do not believe in the use of force and violence. 

The Cuatrman. In other words, if the Communists were ever to 
order you to use any force and violence to destroy this Government, 
you would refuse to obey that order ? 

Dr. Betsxy. Yes; I would. 

The Cuatrman. If the Communist Party were to order you to get 
information from your patients, would you refuse to obey that order ? 

Dr. Betsxy. I would. 

The Cuatrman. Have you ever been asked by any members of the 
Communist Party to get information relating to radar work? 

Dr. Breisxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Jackson. Have you, Dr. Belsky, received any information 
from anyone about radar or any secret classified Government work ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Bexsxy. I wouldn’t even understand what it was. 

Senator Jackson. Just answer the question, have you received any 
information from anyone regarding secret Government work on any 
subject ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminae me. 

Senator Jackson. Have you passed any classified material on to 
any other person ¢ 

Dr. Bersxy. I respectfully decline—— 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Senator Jackson. I said to any other person. 

Dr. Beisxy. To whom, in the Army, or where? 

Senator Jackson. To anyone, you can answer. Are you handling 
any classified material now or during the time you have been in the 
Army ? 

Dr. BrtsKy. Senator, could you explain to me what classified mate- 
rial is? 

Senator Jackson. Well, classified material is any material so 
marked on the document. 

Dr. Betsky. Marked “classified” ? 

Senator Jackson. That is right, classified confidential; it includes 
a broad range of subjects, secret 








Dr. Betsxy. I don’t recall ever having seen any, as far as I can 
remember. 
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The Cuatrman. Just so that the record will be clear, in case of any 
further legal proceedings, by “classified” we mean anything that is 
either restricted, confidential, secret, or top secret. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Jackson. Have you ever seen any such material? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Bersxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Jackson. During the time you have been in the Army, have 
you had access to any classified material? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Beusxky. Again could I ask you what you mean by “classified 
material”? 

Senator Jackson. Well, classified material, again, would include 
material marked “Confidential,” “secret,” “top secret,” or “restricted.” 
And I think that those are the usual terms or designations. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Betsy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Jackson. Have you seen any of the personnel records of 
the patients that come to see you at the dispensary or any other place ? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel. ) 

Dr. Bretsxy. I see personal records of the soldiers who come to see 
me in terms of medical treatment. 

Senator Jackson. Do you know where they work? 

Dr. Bersxy. In some cases I might know. 

Senator Jackson. Well, what do you recall, where did they work? 

(The witness on with his counsel.) 

Dr. Bretsxy. I don’t recall; they were soldiers, and many, many 
people came to see me, some of whom I may have known where they 

came from; but as far as recalling right now any specific person or 
area from which they came or what they did, I don’t know. 

Senator Jackson. Where were most of them assigned that you did 
see; where are most of them assigned that you see? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. In the outpatient department I had more to do with 
civilian dependents. 

Senator Jackson. Civilian dependents ? 

Dr. Betsky. Yes, but as far as I know, they were assigned to the 
Murphy Hospital itself; and when a soldier is tr: ansferred, his duty 
station, if it is for lengthy treatment, it is to Murphy, Army. 

The Cuamman. May I interrupt; you understood the Senator's 
question? He knows they were assigned to the hospital while they 
are there. He wants to know where they were assigned before they 
‘ame to the hospital, and now please answer that. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsky. I might; sometimes I might, and sometimes I might 
not. 
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Senator Jackson. Well, did you handle or did you treat civilians 
that were not stationed at the hospits il but at other Government proj 
ects, or from other Government projects ? 

Be. Resear, I might have. 

Senator Jackson. Do you recall ? 

Dr. Beusxy. I can’t recall exactly; and I might have. I saw hun- 
dreds of patients in the time I was up there, hundreds. 

Senator Jackson. Did you pass on any classified material, or classi- 
fied again being as previously defined here this morning, and did you 
pass on any classified material to any other person or persons / 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Bertsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator Jackson. That is all. 

The CuatrmMan. Senator McClellan. 

Senator McCietian. Doctor, while you have been on the witness 
stand, you have repeatedly invoked the fifth amendment to the Con 
stitution in respecfully declining to answer questions on the ground 
that if you answered the answers might tend to incriminate you. | 
wish to ask you, if you now state under oath that you honestly believe 
that if you gave answers to those questions, truthfully, that the 
truthful answer would tend to incriminate you, or might tend to 
incriminate you. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Beisky. That is an inquiry into my belief. 

Senator McCrriian. I am inquiring into your belief because I 
think that you must entertain that belief before you are privileged 
to invoke it; and I want to know under oath whether you are testifying 
truthfully when you say that you refuse on the grounds that the 
answers might tend to incriminate you; and I want to know if you 
state now under oath that you honestly believe that if you gave truth- 

ful answers to the questions, that the answers would tend to inerimi- 
nate you, or might tend to incriminate you. 

Dr. Betsxy. I respectfully decline to answer that question, under 
the protection of the fifth amendment of the Constitution of the 
United States, in that my answer might tend to incriminate me. 

Senator McCretnan. Mr. Chairman, I am sure that his counsel 
understands the question, the import of it, and the answer that the 
witness has oiven. We have SO many of these coming before us, 
invoking the privilege under the fifth amendment that I think it is 
pertinent to inquire, and have the record very clear, whether they are 
4 ly using it as a device to keep from giving information, and to 

keep from testifying as to facts within their knowledge that is perti- 
nent to the inquiry, or if they honestly believe that if they told the 
truth the truthful answers might tend to incriminate them. 

And unless they can say that under oath, I should like to have it 
decided judicially by some procedure whether they are privileged 
to invoke such an amendment unless they can qualify under oath to 
that extent. 

The Cuarrman. May I say, the Chair heartily agrees with Senator 
McClellan. I think that this case should be promptly referred to 
the Justice Department for presentation to a grand jury for an indict- 
ment for contempt. 
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Now, so there can be no plea of ignorance on your part of the situa- 
tion at a further legal proc eeding, you understand the position of 
the Chair, and the position of Senator McClellan is this: That when 
you say “I refuse to answer on the grounds my answer might tend 
to incriminate me,” then when you are asked whether or not you 
honestly believe that a truthful answer might tend to incriminate 
you, you refuse to tell us whether or not you think a truthful answer 
would tend to incriminate you, it is the Chair's position that you 
have no fifth-amendment privilege. 

Senator McCietxan. I respectfully ask that you order the witness 
to answer the question that I propounded to him. 

The Cuatrman. Let me say, Senator McClellan, I don’t think I can 
order him to answer whether he feels the answer might tend to in- 
criminate him; but in view of the fact that he has refused to tell 
you whether he feels that a truthful answer might tend to incriminate 
him, I will take the position that he has no fifth-amendment privilege. 
And he is therefore ordered to answer all of the questions which 
were previously asked and on which he wrongfully invoked the fifth 
amendment. 

Senator McCretitan. That is what I had in mind. I want him 

gain ordered to answer the question previously asked in which he 
Ms as invoked the privileges under the fifth amendment without tell- 
ing this committee under oath that he honestly believes that if he 
answered the question truthfully, the truthful answers might tend to 
incriminate him. 

The Cuarrman. He will be so ordered. 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Beisxy. If the same questions were asked, I would give the 
same answers. 

The CuHatrman. I think we have a quorum, and there is no reason 
why this case should not be referred. 

Senator Dirksen. Dr. Belsky, I have one question. You have had 
unrestricted right here this morning to confer with your counsel—— 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Betsxy. Yes. 

Senator Dirxsen. I just wanted the record to show that. Other 
than the jurisdictional question that you raised at the outset of this 
proceeding, do you feel that you have been fairly and courteously 
treated at this proceeding this morning? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

Dr. Bretsxy. I don’t think I have to answer that question. Do you 
feel I have to answer the question ? 

Senator Dirksen. Well, to be sure it is a question of fact, Dr. 
Belsky. 

Dr. Betsxy. I wonder if in answer to that question I could read a 
statement to the committee ? 

Senator Dirksen. Well, I am not the chairman, and I have no au- 
thority to permit you to read a statement, but I would like to have 
either from you or your counsel an answer whether you had been 
fairly treated this morning and whether you have been courteously 
treated, and whether we have deviated from accepted procedures in 
a case of this kind. 

Mr. Faulkner, would you like to answer that? 

Mr. Fautxner. Well, I can answer it—— 
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The CHarrman. I don’t think that we should hear from counsel. 
The rule of the committee is that we do not hear from counsel. 

Senator Dirksen. Will the witness ask counsel whether he should 
answer that very simple question, and I don’t think anybody should 
find it necessary to have to refer a question to anybody else, because 
it fs not legal in character, and it is only a question of immediate 
opinion as to whether the witness has been fairly treated. 

But since the witness does not say he has been unfairly treated, 
perhaps one can gather an inference from that. 

Dr. Betsxy. Could I read a statement ? 

The Cuarrman. Who wrote the statement? 

Dr. Beisxy. I did. 

The Cyatrrman. When did you write it? 

(The witness consulted with his counsel.) 

The CHarrman. You need not ask counsel that. When did you 
write the statement ? 

Dr. Betsxy. I wrote the statement yesterday. 

Senator McCietian. Let the committee see the statement. 

The CHarrman. Let us see the statement. 

(The statement was handed to the chairman.) 

The Cyatrman. You will have to abide by the committee rule. 
Statements have to be submitted 24 hours in advance, and if you want 
to hand out the statement to the press outside the room, you may do so. 

We will not hear any lectures from any fifth-amendment Communist 
in this committee room. You may step down, 

(The witness was excused.) 

The Cuarrman. We have six other witnesses here this morning con- 
cerned with another subject matter, concerned with alleged Commu 
nist infiltration in facilities having to do with telecommunications, 
which in turn handles radar work. 

It is 10 minutes to 12. We cannot dispose of all of those witnesses 
today. What is the desire of the committee? Should we adjourn 
until tomorrow morning, or proceed with one of the other witnesses? 

We will adjourn until 10:30 in the morning, at which time we will 
have another public hearing. 

(Whereupon at 11:48 a. m., Thursday, March 4, 1954, the commit- 
tee recessed. to reconvene at 10: 30 a. m.. Friday. March 5, 1954.) 
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